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How TRUTH Enters the Church of God 

 

To the people of the one true God in the 21st century, the information you will soon read goes to the heart of 

what is true doctrine. The focus of this article is on one point, and one point only, how the truth enters the 

Church of God. The way the Church receives its teachings is a truth in itself.  

 

The method by which truth enters the Church of God was revealed to God’s people in the 20th century and it 

will be made known once again in this article. You will hear what Christ revealed to the Church through Mr. 

Armstrong as he “lifted up his voice” about the truth regarding this vital doctrine. And you will also learn the 

central reason Jesus Christ put this practice in His Church. 

 

With salvation on the line, it cannot be overstated, that the subject of how truth enters the Church is one of 

the most important teachings that God’s people must understand at the end of the age. Please do not 

overlook this vital truth and do not take for granted that you understand it. What you will soon read will not 

disappoint.  

 

Warnings of Deception 

 

But before diving into this subject, it is prudent to first learn why this truth is so important. The primary reason 

it is such a vital teaching is because deception at the end of the age is prophesied to run rampant among the 

elect. And how truth enters the Church is the preventative measure to counter false teachings.  

 

You are about to read a list of 5 scriptural warnings directed specifically at God’s people at the end of the age. 

A loving God has never failed and will not fail to caution those whom he loves. Key words and phrases in the 

following scriptures and throughout the rest of this material are underlined and bolded for emphasis: 

 

“Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” Revelation 3:17  

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 

thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 

with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” Revelation 3:18   

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 

him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” Revelation 3:20   

 

Comment:  Revelation 3:17-18 is a warning to God’s people at the end of the age. It is a sobering warning 

because is describes a prevalent condition of blindness among those individuals that God has called. 

Therefore, it pictures a time that is ripe for deception. 

 

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” I Timothy 4:1  
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Comment:  This is a sobering verse. The context in I Timothy 4:1 is clearly the end of the age “the latter times”. 

It states that demons will be directly involved in deceiving God’s people. The deception will be so clever, that 

some of God’s people will “depart from the faith” and adhere to the doctrines of these evil beings, thinking 

that they are hearing the truth. 

  

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 
day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 

that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” II Thessalonians 2:1-4  

 

Comment:  The context in II Thessalonians 2:1-4 is the end of the age, which is referenced here as “the day of 

Christ is at hand”. Whenever “brethren” is used in the Bible, it is referring to God’s people. The word for falling 

away is the Greek word “apostasia” which means a defection from the truth. A person cannot defect from the 

truth unless he once understood and believed the truth. Deception will be so widespread, it is considered by 

God as a perilous time. 

 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” II Timothy 3:1  

 

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres 

withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the 

faith.” II Timothy 3:7-8  

 

“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” II Timothy 

3:13  

 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 

and shall be turned unto fables.”  II Timothy 4:3-4 
 

Comment:  The context of II Timothy 3:1-13 is the end of the age referenced here as “the last days”. It will be 

a “perilous time” for God’s people. And the “peril” is identified in verse 13 as a time of deception. Verse 7 

indicates that some will claim to be “learning new truth” and yet will “never be able to come to the knowledge 

of the truth”. The intended warning is for God’s people since the truth is revealed to them. In addition, 

deception shall “wax worse and worse” meaning it shall intensify as the age closes out.   
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Additional Scriptures 

 

The scriptures you have just read are sobering. This should be reason enough that God’s people need to 

understand how to detect the truth from error, the true teachings that emanate from God from the 

counterfeit substitutes. And you will soon learn the method Christ placed in His Church to accomplish this.   

 

These warnings are for a specific time, the time of the end. There have never been more warnings of 

deception in the Bible that are directed to the Church for a particular age than for those who would live at the 

end of the age. But there are additional scriptures that should raise one’s awareness even more against being 

mislead. Here are just a few of them; 

 

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only 

Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Jude 1:3-4 
 

“For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another 

spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear 

with him.”  II Corinthians 11:4  

 

“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great 
thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 

according to their works.”  II Corinthians 11:13-15. 
 

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach 

any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:6-9.  
 

“For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them.” Acts 20:29-30. 

 

“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 

harmless as doves.” Matthew 10:16  

 

Comment:  Although not specific for the time of the end, these are additional scriptures that caution against 

deception. But there is one way to guard against it. And are about to hear the method that Christ put in His 

Church.  
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Truth Enters the Church through the Office of Apostle 

 

With so many warnings of deception directed at God’s people today, how can one know that he has not been 

fooled regarding doctrine? How can a converted mind be certain that the group that he or she is attending 

with is teaching the truth? Can the authenticity of the TRUTH be verified? There is one sure way it can. And 

you will soon come to see the method that God has set in the Church to confirm the validity of the truth. It is 

imperative that all of God’s people be indoctrinated with this truth, and sealed with it forever.  

 

You will now hear the 20th century apostle’s words and the teaching that was revealed by Jesus Christ to the 

Church through him regarding this vital truth. Read each quote carefully and may you never forget the 

Biblically revealed knowledge and God ordained doctrine of how truth enters the Church: 

 

“Brethren, think a moment. HOW did the first Church of God receive its doctrines — its teachings — 

its beliefs? Answer: Only through the APOSTLES. And how did they receive this teaching? Direct from 

JESUS in person. He is the WORD of God. The Bible is the SAME Word of God in writing! How did YOU 

receive the true teachings of Christ? From God's apostle. How did I receive this wonderful truth? From 

the SAME JESUS, only IN WRITING. The Bible is a coded book. The Catholics and Protestants have 

access to it, but can't UNDERSTAND IT!” 

  Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, January 26, 1983 

 

“Now HOW did God put His doctrines and teachings into His Church in A.D. 31? - before many in the 
Church turned to another gospel (Galatians 1:6-7) ? And HOW did the living Christ put God's doctrines 
and teachings into His Church TODAY before these ‘intellectual liberals’ began trying to compromise 
and water down? 

 

“Only by His chosen apostles!” 

Good News Magazine, “And Now Christ Sets Church Back On Track Doctrinally”, April 1979, 

Page 3 

 

“And HOW did God put doctrine and belief into His Church? By Jesus Christ—but Christ taught the 
Apostles and the CHURCH received its teaching and doctrines through the APOSTLES. Now Jesus is the 
Word of God in Person. The BIBLE is the Word of God in writing—but the SAME TRUTH! Brethren, I did 
not put myself into God's Church nor make myself Christ's Apostle—HE DID! Just as God taught the 
first century original Apostles through Jesus the Personal Word of God, even so He taught me the 
SAME TRUTHS AND DOCTRINES through the WRITTEN Word of God, the Holy Bible! If I teach not 
accurately according to this inspired WORD OF GOD, write to me and show me, and on proof I will 
correct it for the WHOLE CHURCH!” 

Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, September 13, 1980 
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“In that period God OPENED MY UNDERSTANDING to most of the MAJOR BASICS OF GOD'S TRUTH 
THAT THE CHURCHES AND RELIGIONS OF THIS WORLD HAD LOST — indeed, even the flickering 
remnant of the TRUE Church had lost! … 

 
“NO MAN taught me these truths. As the original apostles were taught by Jesus IN PERSON, so was I 
taught by Jesus Christ IN WRITING. It is the SAME WORD—the SAME TEACHING.” 

Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, March 19, 1981 

 

Comment:  Mr. Armstrong learned the truth directly from Christ, through His written word, the Bible. It was 

not through a dream or through any other method. It came from Jesus Christ to his 20th century apostle and 

then the Church received the teachings from Mr. Armstrong.  

 

“As I wrote at the beginning of this Pastor's Report, the living Jesus Christ CALLED ME. He used a 
method such as NONE of you had to go through. He completely UPSET me! He made me see that just 
about ALL that I had been taught about religion was WRONG...” 
 
“You, dear ministers and wives, did not have to go through what God put me through. I learned TRUTH 
a doctrine at a time. Through me it was handed to all of you ‘on a platter’ — all together.  
 
“Now if you don't understand and believe that, I wonder what you are doing in Christ's ministry.  

 
“The living CHRIST put HIS TRUTH into God's Church through me.” 

The Worldwide News, “Watering Down – Or Building Solidly Up?”, Herbert W Armstrong, June 
11, 1979 

 

“Jesus taught the early apostles. Where did the Church get its teaching? It didn't get it from Jesus, and 

it didn't get it from Satan. It got it from the APOSTLES, and the prophets and the writings of the 

prophets. That's why you read in Ephesians the 2nd chapter that the church was ‘founded on the 

foundation of the apostles and the prophets’ of the Old because there were no prophets in the New 

Testament that had anything to do with the founding of the Church, or the teaching of the Church, or 

the setting of policies, or the giving of truth to the Church.  

 

“I think there are only, I believe, 4 or 5 prophets even Mentioned in the New Testament, and not one 

of them had anything to do with the administration or the revealing of knowledge to the Church. They 

were not prophets in that sense at all. So it is referring definitely to the prophets of the Old Testament 

and they are constantly quoted in the New Testament and by the apostles. The apostles received their 

knowledge, which they taught the Church, they received it from Jesus in person AND from the 

writings of the PROPHETS.  

 

“Now where did I receive the knowledge in this day and age? I received it in the same manner exactly. 

The Bible is the Word of God. It is Jesus Christ then in writing. And the same Jesus taught me, only He 
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taught me in writing through the Bible that taught the early apostles.” 

 Sermon, “50th Anniversary of the Eugene Church”, Herbert W Armstrong, September 24, 1983 

 

“Directly, or indirectly, you are all MY children in the Lord. This Church is GOD'S Church. Jesus Christ is 
its living HEAD. He chose and has used me as His Apostle — as His human servant and instrument 
through whom HE, not just I, raised up all this Church. It was God the Father who called me, and later 
all of you. Jesus Christ founded and built God's Church. He raised up and built the present Philadelphia 
era of God's Church. But He used me as the human instrument in so doing.  

 
 
“WHERE DID YOU GET YOUR BELIEF — THE DOCTRINES WE ALL HOLD SO DEARLY? Every doctrine — 
every point of belief — you received directly or indirectly through me as Christ's Apostle!” 

  The Worldwide News, “Satan Intensifies Persecution”, Herbert W Armstrong, June 16, 1980 
 

“There has been much discussion at Pasadena between certain ministers of lower that apostle rank, as 

to the Church binding and loosing. 

 

“So now let it be MADE OFFICIAL – by Christ’s present day apostle – that this binding and loosing 

PLAINLY, CLEARLY was give to Christ’s chief APOSTLE – not to lower rank ministers ordained by his 

authority – not by the CHURCH as a body – but by the APOSTLE.” 

Good NewsMagazine, “How Christ Gives The Church Its Beliefs”, Herbert W Armstrong, 

November 20, 1978 

 

“Paul warned that ‘the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine’ (II Tim. 4:3) and 
charged Timothy and other ministers that they teach no other doctrine than that Christ put into the 
Church through His apostles (I Tim. 1:3). 
 
“’Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son’ (II John 9). 
    
“True Christians practice what God's Church teaches, and will be blessed by God for so doing. Notice 
Paul's compliment to the Romans: ‘But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you’” (Rom. 6:17). 

  Good News Magazine, “See You Next Year”, September 1981, Page 37 
 

Comment:  Truth enters the Church through the office of an apostle. Jesus Christ reveals the truth to His 

Church only through apostles. This doctrinal truth was revealed to Mr. Armstrong by Jesus Christ in the 20th 

century. And Mr. Armstrong taught the Church this truth. And the Worldwide Church of God understood that 

truth enters the Church through an apostle, which is the office Mr. Armstrong held.   

 
“He opened my mind to HIS LAW. Not only the Ten Commandments and the Sabbath, but the annual 
festivals and Holy Days. I learned the truth about God's GOVERNMENT having been established on 
earth under the archangel Lucifer, and the origin of Satan and PURPOSE of God in restoring God's 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20John%209
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom.%206.17
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Government over the earth. I learned Jesus was born to be a KING, which traditional "Christianity" 
seems not to know. I learned our identity as being of the lost tribes of Israel, and the difference 
between the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. This gave me the KEY to understanding PROPHECIES! God 
revealed to me the symbols and truths of the book of Revelation as revealed through Matthew 24 
and Daniel. I learned the Kingdom of God will be ON EARTH.  

 
“NO MAN taught me these truths. As the original apostles were taught by Jesus IN PERSON, so was I 
taught by Jesus Christ IN WRITING. It is the SAME WORD—the SAME TEACHING.” 

Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, March 19, 1981 

 

Comment:  In addition to restoring numerous truths to the Church, Jesus Christ also revealed to the Church 

through Mr. Armstrong numerous end time prophesies that had been previously sealed to the Church. 

 

Truth from Prophets, Ministers or Members 

 

But there is another fascinating aspect of the revealed truth. Truth can also be shown to a prophet, a minister 

and even a lay member of the Church. But there is one important caveat involved with this. The knowledge 

that is revealed to a prophet, minister or lay member must first be vetted by Christ’s apostle and then officially 

placed into the Church by him. If it is doctrine that came from God, Christ will inspire His chosen apostle to 

understand this fact and to validate it as truth. And Mr. Armstrong understood this very well. The following is 

what Christ revealed to the Worldwide Church of God regarding this fascinating aspect of revealed truth: 

 

“There was no such doctrinal committee in the first century Headquarters Church at Jerusalem. All 
teaching came from Christ through the apostles - and a few times Christ communicated to apostles 
via the prophets (of which there are none in God's Church today since the Bible for our time is 
complete). God's Church today, as in the first century, receives its teachings from the living Christ, 
through an apostle, just as in A.D. 31.” 

  Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 350  
 

“A couple of things Mr. Armstrong mentioned that I think I ought to pass along to you. I mentioned to 
him on one visit that some people had taken a statement that he had made in Worldwide News that he 
was saying that nobody had had new truth shown to them except Mr. Armstrong.  

 
“And he said ‘Oh how did they believe that?’ he said. ‘Don’t they remember, I’m the one that told 
them Raymond McNair is the one that came with the key on the day of Pentecost? Don’t they 
remember that Dr. Hague is the one that first ran into the scriptures about the new form of Church 
government? Why if those people have been along for very long, they are going to learn that other 
ministers came to understand the truth of I Corinthians 7.’ What he said was ‘what I meant was, when 
God reveals new truth, then those men should bring to me and we will look at it together and God 
will inspire me to see that it really is new truth. And then we can accept it and put it out to the 
Church.’” 

  Sermon, “FOT - Is the Church Essential for Salvation”, Dean C Blackwell, 1979 
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“Now suppose a member thinks he or she has found an error in our doctrines. How must you 
proceed? IF you have found truth, we all want to know and embrace it! But how MUST you proceed? 
NEVER by trying to convince another member of your ‘finding,’ lest you fall guilty of Romans 16:17-18.  
 
“WHAT, then?  

 
“Take it to your local minister or write to headquarters. What must a local pastor do? Send it to 
headquarters. If it is felt to be a valid truth, it will be brought to me personally, and the LIVING 
CHRIST will make it clear to my mind!” 

Good News Magazine, “God commands that we in His Church 'all speak the same thing.'”, 
Herbert W Armstrong, April 1979 

 

“God has always worked, among humans, primarily through ONE MAN, but often this one man is 

surrounded with many faithful coworkers.  

 

“But during these 43 years, I have frequently been pressured to compromise — ‘just a little’ — with 

God's TRUTH.  

 

“You see, God had called me to this tremendous responsibility in no ordinary manner. As Moses and 

others had been prepared before being called to God's Commission for them, so was I. In no ordinary 

or usual manner, God revealed to me His TRUTH. When He committed His Great Commission to me, He 

entrusted me with this precious TRUTH. The world did not then have it. To the world it was 

‘foolishness’ (I Cor. 2:14).  

 

“But honestly, now, WHAT DO YOU THINK?  

 

“Wouldn't it be all right to compromise, ‘just a little,’ on some ‘unimportant minor point’? Especially on 

some ostensibly unimportant point where we appear ‘crazy’ to the world… 

 

“I did not say ten years ago — twenty years ago — forty years ago — that God had revealed THE 

ENTIRETY of His TRUTH to me instantaneously, even before he conferred on me His GREAT 

COMMISSION. Always I have said, ‘God has revealed His TRUTH, little by little, a single bit of truth at a 

time.’ Always I have said, ‘I am HUMAN — subject to MISTAKES.’ Every man God ever chose and used 

was the same. David was a man after God's own heart BECAUSE he confessed errors, mistakes and sins 

— REPENTED, and turned from the wrong to what God showed him was right… 

 

“I will CHANGE whenever proved wrong. I will accept NEW TRUTH as often as PROVED to be new 
truth to me or to the Church. 

 
“But I will not compromise with the truth! I never have!” 

Good News Magazine, “Personal”, Herbert W Armstrong, December 1976 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%2016.17-18
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor.%202.14
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Comment:  It is possible that Jesus Christ can reveal new truth to a minister or even to a lay member. But all 

truth that is revealed by Jesus Christ to a prophet, a minister or a lay member has to be approved and officially 

placed into the Church as doctrine by a living apostle. Jesus Christ put this safeguard in His Church to prevent 

false doctrines from entering into the Church. This is how a converted member can know the difference 

between an authentic doctrine and a false teaching or a truth that has been watered down. If a truth is not 

first vetted by an apostle and then officially placed into the Church through the office of an apostle, it is not a 

truth that can be authenticated and thus should not be accepted as truth. The next two quotes make this 

point plain: 

 

“HOW does God's Church receive its doctrines, beliefs and teachings? Direct from God, through the 
channels of Jesus Christ as HEAD of the Church, and from Him through the apostles! NEVER by any 
others! NEVER by a group of ministers appointing themselves as a Doctrinal Committee! So it was in 
the first century.  
 
“HOW did the Worldwide Church of God receive its doctrines, beliefs and teachings? EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH CHRIST'S APOSTLE! True, I have practiced the biblical principle that ‘in multitude of counsel 
there is safety.’ On many occasions some top-level ministers have contributed certain input that has 
helped me in setting doctrine. BUT EVERY DOCTRINE, BELIEF AND TEACHING IN THE WORLDWIDE 
CHURCH OF GOD HAS COME FROM CHRIST THROUGH HIS CHOSEN APOSTLE!” 
 Good News Magazine, “What is a Liberal?”, Herbert W Armstrong, March 1979 

   

“I wonder if you realize that every TRUTH of GOD, accepted as true DOCTRINE and BELIEF in the 
Worldwide Church of God, came from Christ through me, or was finally approved and made official 
through me.” 

Plain Truth Magazine, “How I Came to be Going to Kings and Heads of Government”, Herbert W 

Armstrong, February 1977, Page 17  

 

Comment:  Even though Christ can reveal truth to a minister or a lay member, no minister, group of ministers, 
evangelist, or lay member has the authority to introduce a new teaching or to change doctrine in the Church 
without first bringing it to an apostle and having that apostle officially introduce it as doctrine to the Church. 
 

The Apostles Doctrine 

 

You have just heard Mr. Armstrong lift up his voice regarding the subject of how truth enters the Church. This 

truth came from God and was revealed to the Church by Jesus Christ through Mr. Armstrong. This teaching is 

perfectly in line with the way the government of God functions, which is a hierarchical government that works 

from the top down. All truth comes from God the Father to Jesus Christ and then flows to the Church through 

the office of an apostle.  

 

A question that might arise from what you have just read is, “is there any scriptural proof to validate what Mr. 

Armstrong taught on this topic?” There certainly is. Acts 15 has a good example of how a new teaching enters 

the Church. The following are a few additional verses on this subject: 
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Acts 2:42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 

in prayers.  

 

Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

Matthew 16:19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 

on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

 

Ephesians 2:20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone;  

Ephesians 2:21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

 

For additional proof that truth enters the Church through the office of an apostle, the next two article 

references from the Worldwide Church of God expound on this teaching: 

 

Good News Magazine, “How Christ Gives The Church Its Beliefs”, Herbert W Armstrong, November 20, 1978   

 

The Worldwide News, “And Now Christ Sets Church Back On Track Doctrinally!”, Herbert W Armstrong, 

February 19, 1979 

 

Watering Down Doctrine 

 

It should now be absolutely clear that truth enters the Church only through the office of a living apostle. But 

some may ask, can a minister or an evangelist change, alter, modify or remove a truth that was placed in the 

Church by an apostle? Is there any harm in altering or removing just one doctrine? The following are the 

words of God’s chosen apostle, Mr. Armstrong, who faithfully served God in truth:  

 

“What happened in those churches in the first century has happened to us today. Those guilty of 
causing division are fighting God and shall be judged by Him!  
 
“My son, Garner Ted, fell under the influence of certain liberals, with whom he surrounded himself. He 
had had some liberal leanings prior to that. There were those around him bent on changing the 
doctrines of God's Church, watering down God's TRUTH.  
 
“Gradually, subtilely, systematically, while I was in other parts of the world carrying Christ's Gospel 
message, doctrines were being watered down, the college was being made secular, God and Christ 
were being cast out and a conspiracy was in progress to get rid of Christ's chosen apostle, unless he 
accommodated the conspirators by dying. 

  Good News Magazine, “What is a Liberal”, Herbert W Armstrong, March 1979 
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“I quote now from a memorandum by Leroy Neff, the current treasurer, who was on the first Doctrinal 

Research Committee and wrote concerning others on the committee. I am quoting this to give an 

example of the direction some of the liberals on the doctrinal committee were taking.  

 

“1. Any marriage where the people are unconverted, or did not fully know what they were getting into, 

was not a valid marriage.  

“2. Polygamy was tacitly approved by God in Old Testament times, so multiple marriages or divorces in 

modern times might just be a form of polygamy by having wives sequentially rather than concurrently.  

    “3. God divorced ancient Israel and then both parties were free to remarry.  

    “4. The ministry should be able to loose marriages that God had joined.  

 

“These liberals wanted complete freedom in the Church for divorce and remarriage at will. Other 

questions raised by the liberals were complete freedom for any type of marriage, some more and 

some less freedom from tithing, doing away with or modifying Church teachings on healing by direct 

prayer as in James 5:14 complete freedom for women in facial makeup, and even the approval of 

celebrating birthdays (never approved in the Bible) and even of voting in elections as part of the 

world. 

 

“On the Pasadena campus more and more friction developed between the liberals and those loyal 

ministers and members who held to the biblical truths God had placed in His Church. It was a sort of 

cold war of nerves.” 

The Worldwide News, “Recent History of the Philadelphia Era of the Worldwide Church of God”, 

Herbert W Armstrong, June 24, 1985 

 

“For the past two years I have been laboring very hard to be Christ's servant and apostle in SETTING 
GOD'S CHURCH BACK ON THE TRACK. The entire Church had been derailed. A LIBERAL spirit from 
Satan had been injected into some in high positions under me at Headquarters in Pasadena. Instead 
of wholeheartedly OBEYING Christ through HIS WORD, THE BIBLE, there was creeping in, during years 
when I was in other parts of the world up to 300 out of the 365 days in the year, a LIBERAL spirit of 
SATAN.  

 
“Those leaders to whom I had delegated the responsibility of ADMINISTERING the POLICIES and 

DOCTRINES Christ had set in God's Church through His apostle, went way BEYOND the authority given 

them. They started CHANGING POLICIES and watering down God's TRUTH, changing DOCTRINES, 

compromising—seeing HOW CLOSE they could go —and lead the Brethren in going—to the ways of 

SATAN! They wanted to be more LIBERAL —more like THIS WORLD OF SATAN.” 

  Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, September 15, 1980 

 

“But the most terrible thing that ever happened to me was during the recent years when I was away 
from Pasadena up to 300 of the 365 days in the year, and my son assumed a full and complete 
authority never given to him, and encouraged WATERING DOWN God's TRUTH and God's 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/James%205.14
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COMMANDS! For the past year now Jesus Christ, through me, has been SETTING HIS CHURCH BACK ON 
THE TRACK!   
 
“Fellow ministers, I say to you by Christ's authority that for one claiming to be a minister of Jesus 

Christ and receiving a salary as a minister of, and representative of this Church, to water down or 

make less binding the teachings and doctrines Jesus Christ put in this Church through me is taking 

money (salary) under false pretenses. It is SERIOUS and a SERIOUS SIN. God will call everyone who 

does that to account. 

The Worldwide News, “Watering Down - Or Building Solidly Up?”, Herbert W Armstrong, June 

11, 1979 

 

“There has been much discussion at Pasadena between certain ministers of lower than apostle rank, as 

to the CHURCH binding and loosing.  

 

“So now let it be MADE OFFICIAL — by Christ's present day apostle — that this binding and loosing 

PLAINLY, CLEARLY was given to Christ's chief APOSTLE — not to lower rank ministers ordained by his 

authority — not by the CHURCH as a body — but by the APOSTLE!”  

Good News Magazine, “How Christ Gives The Church Its Beliefs”, Herbert W Armstrong, 

November 20, 1978 

 

Comment:  God made clear through Mr. Armstrong that truth enters the Church of God only through the 

office of an apostle. No other ministerial office in the Church has been given authority by Jesus Christ to 

introduce, alter, remove or water down the truth that has been set in the Church by an apostle. This includes 

the truths that were placed in the Church by Mr. Armstrong regarding the use of facial makeup, birthday 

celebrations, divorce and remarriage, voting in elections, etc. It is worth noting that the teachings on makeup, 

birthday celebrations, and the other items mentioned are doctrinal truths that were set in the Church by an 

apostle, Mr. Armstrong.  

 

A True Apostle will NEVER Contradict Another True Apostle 

 

There is one more interesting scenario that God’s people may come across. What if an apostle contradicts or 

changes the truth that was established by another apostle? Another way of putting this is, can an apostle 

contradict, change or alter the truth that was established by another apostle? Does the word of God address 

this scenario and if so, what does it state on this matter. The following is a very important detail regarding 

doctrinal truth to always remember: 
 

“Jesus Christ came preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God. ‘Now after that John was put in prison, 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God’ (Mark 1:14). This is the same 
gospel His Church preaches! (Matt. 24:14; 28:19 20.) 
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“The apostles later preached that same message of the coming world government of the Kingdom of 
God. This is the only gospel message acceptable to God. ‘But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As 
we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have  
received, let him be accursed’ (Gal. 1:8). 

 
“Strong words those! But it does show just how important it is to God that His Church be preaching the 
right message. No other gospel will do! …” 

Where is God’s Church Today?, Booklet, Page 34 
 

“This faith, meaning in this sense the body of beliefs and practices handed down by the apostles, 
forms the essence of the meaning of God's Church … 

 
“So, then, the faith which must be earnestly held on to and defended is that original set of beliefs 
handed down by Christ's apostles. Paul's writings are full of warnings of false teachers who sought to 
mislead the people of God. 

 
“Now is the time to return to the faith which was truly once and for all delivered by Christ and the 
apostles.” 

  Good News Magazine, “The Faith Once and for all Delivered”, August 1974, Page 27 & 29 
 

God commands we all ‘speak the same thing.’ But what is CHRIST'S means of giving us that "SAME 
THING"? 

     
“Until about 1969 we in God's Church did all ‘speak the same thing’. By 1978 many of the ministers 
were speaking different things! God had withdrawn from us His blessing and power that for 35 YEARS 
caused the Work of His Church to grow at the approximate rate of 30 percent every year over the 
preceding year!  
 
“WHAT CAUSED GOD TO WITHDRAW HIS BLESSING AND POWER?  
 
“Precisely the same thing that choked the growth of the Church of God at Corinth from A.D. 56, 25 
years after the Church was founded at Jerusalem. They were following different leaders, speaking 
different things, watering down the sacred and precious truths of Christ!  
    
“Christ's apostle wrote to the Corinthian Church in A.D. 56. ‘Now I beseech you brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.’ (I 
Corinthians 1:10)  
    
“They were starting to follow different leaders teaching different doctrines! The Church was becoming 
divided and a church divided against itself cannot stand!  
 
“Once such division starts among ministers it is a difficult matter to correct. For most who have gone 
doctrinally afield will today — just as in Corinth in A.D. 56 — not be willing to change back from error 
and watered down doctrines to God's TRUTH! 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor%201.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor%201.10
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“This same defection was occurring in the church at Rome. And God said through the apostle Paul,  

 
“‘Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
by which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple’ (Romans 16:17-18). Jesus Christ showed me that, much as it hurt, the No. 1 
deceiver with watered-down doctrines, in authority, whom I had to mark and put out of God's Church, 
was my only living son whom I loved as only a father can. Other liberals have had to go since. GOD'S 
CHURCH MUST BE CLEANED UP! We must all SPEAK THE SAME THING, as God commands! 

 
“But HOW? How does Jesus Christ put HIS doctrines into His Church? How did He in A.D. 31? How in 
A.D. 1933?  
 
“DID THE CHURCH OF GOD, of A.D. 31, believe and proclaim the TRUE doctrines? How did they come 
to believe as they believed? Did their doctrines come as a result of a vote of ministers on the ideas, 
opinions and convictions of the ministers in the Church?  
 
“HOW must the true Church of God today receive its doctrinal beliefs? Doesn't every human individual, 
by himself, KNOW right from wrong — what is TRUTH and what is error? Is not the ability to know right 
from wrong acknowledged by society as the test of sanity or insanity? Does not mankind automatically 
know what is truth — what is good and right — as contrasted from what is wrong, evil and sin?  
 
“God says we in His Church must all believe and speak the SAME THING — we must be AGREED on 
what is truth and right and good as opposed to what is evil and sin.” 

  Worldwide News, “And Now Christ Sets Church Back On Track Doctrinally!”, February 19, 1979 
 

“Two can't walk together except they be AGREED! I now AGREED with Christ. I have NEVER 
DISAGREED. You yourself—every begotten child of God—does, through human weakness, commit sin 
even after the most deep conversion. None has lived perfectly but JESUS. But when I stumbled through 
human weakness, Jesus picked me back up on confessing to Him and repenting, and asking help never 
to repeat the sin. At no point did I DISAGREE nor water down HIS TRUTH. He used me in building the 
Philadelphia era of HIS CHURCH—and in proclaiming His Gospel IN ALL THE WORLD!” 

  Co-Worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, March 19, 1981 
 

“The real truth, then, the true doctrine of Christ, is the truth which He reveals through His Word - not a 
pagan superstition, ancient tradition, or ‘idea’ about Christ or the Bible manufactured by men.  

 
“God says: ‘There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith . . .’ (Eph. 4:4-5). 

 
“One faith - meaning one body of beliefs, one set of doctrines, one perfectly harmonious truth 
believed and practiced by the true Church of God. Unless a point of truth you may believe fits 
perfectly and harmoniously into the whole of the doctrine of Christ - unless each truth you have 
learned only further serves to elucidate, clarify and further explain the whole of the plan of God - then 
it may not be a ‘truth,’ but error.” 

  Seven Proofs of God’s Church, Booklet, Page 30 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%2016.17-18
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Comment:  A sound mind will lead a member with God’s spirit to understand that an apostle can never 

establish, contradict or water down a doctrine that another apostle has established and set in the Church. 

Logic alone will lead one to conclude that both individuals cannot be right. In addition, there would be no way 

for a member to determine who is telling the truth. And, this leads to confusion. Therefore, if a scenario ever 

exists where one apostle contradicts the teachings of another apostle, it should be apparent that one is not 

speaking or has not spoken the truth from God. 

 

As you have just read, there is only one set of beliefs, one set of doctrinal truths, therefore, if new truth is 

revealed to the Church by an apostle, it will never contradict truth that was established in the Church by 

another apostle. Instead, if an apostle introduces new truth, it will always support and make established truth 

stronger, more binding and it will serve to enhance it. It will be in complete agreement with the established 

truth. This is what the word of God states. And it is perfectly in line with and what was revealed to the 

Church by Jesus Christ through Mr. Armstrong. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This article began with numerous scriptures containing multiple warnings. Warnings from a loving God to His 

people at the end of the age. Blindness and deception were prophesied to be prevalent among the very elect. 

But there is hope. Jesus Christ established a method to validate the true doctrines that come from Him. He 

placed a safeguard in the Church specifically for this purpose, so that God’s people would never be deceived.  

 

And thus, how truth enters the Church is one of the most important truths revealed to the Church by Jesus 

Christ in the 20th century. There is one final quote from an article Mr. Armstrong wrote in the Plain Truth 

Magazine that sums it all up. We will conclude with this quote, but before we do, may your mind always be 

sealed with this knowledge and may you never forget that TRUTH ENTERS THE CHRUCH OF GOD THROUGH 

THE OFFICE OF AN APOSTLE. 

 

“I have shown you how this Church came to believe what it does — truths no other people on earth 

know! Truths nobody else on earth is proclaiming to the world!  

 

“I have shown you its ROOTS — its origin, its history, and its prehistory… 

 

“I have shown you how this Church came to believe what it believes. And how those precious beliefs 

were put into this Worldwide Church of God, by Christ through me. I have shown you HOW IT WAS 

FOUNDED. God says His Church is founded on the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief 

cornerstone. Not only the original twelve apostles and Paul, but He used His one apostle for this 

twentieth century in founding this Philadelphia era of His Church.” 
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Plain Truth Magazine, “What Every Reader Needs to Know About the FOUNDATION, HISTORY: 
AUTHORITY AND DOCTRINE OF THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD”, Herbert W Armstrong, 
February 1978, Page 43 

 

With sincerity and love 
And in Christ’s service, 

 
Luis A Garcia 
(915) 590-2947 
lgarciatexas@gmail.com  
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