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How the Teachings of RCG Now Differ from those of Mr. Armstrong 

A List of 30 Changes in the Truth 

 

The truth was once the reason that many were led to the Restored Church of God (RCG). But recent changes in 

doctrine have prompted some to leave. We are among those who left RCG in order to stay in the truth. It is 

with sincere concern for those that we left behind that prompted this vital document to be written. 

 

This article contains a list of 30 doctrinal changes that occurred in RCG starting in the year 2015. The changes, 

as you will soon come to see, are incompatible with the teachings of Mr. Armstrong and thus with the truth.  

 

It all began with a 3 part sermon/bible study series on the identity of the end-time Elijah. The truth regarding 

the role of the end-time Elijah was the first and major doctrinal shift. A prophecy series titled “The Greatest 

Untold Story” (TGUS) followed late that same year and has continued through the year 2020. This series has 

made numerous changes to the truths that RCG once adhered to, the precious truths that had been put into 

the Church by Jesus Christ, the living HEAD of the Church, through an old but wise apostle, Mr. Herbert W 

Armstrong. 

 

And it is not just prophecy or the gospel that has changed, it is doctrine! Over 270 sermons have been given in 

this sermon series and they span a period of 5 years. None of the teachings in this series line up with “the faith 

once delivered”, the truths that were delivered to the Church during the Philadelphia era, an era that was 

known for being doctrinally on track (Revelation 3:7-11). This list of 30 doctrinal changes is not intended to be 

an all inclusive list but it is just a starting point. To compile a complete list of changes would be a staggering 

process. 

 

Let it be known that the individuals who introduce false doctrines, which are teachings that are contrary to the 

truth, are the ones responsible for causing division and not those who stand up for the truth (Romans 16:17). 

And as begotten members of the body of Christ, you are expected to contend for the faith, for the truth that 

was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 1:3).  

 

It is important to note also that when heresy takes root in the Church, Christ will cease to guide it and He will 

remove Himself from it. This is what He commands all Christians to do in Romans 16:17, it is what Mr. 

Armstrong instructed the Church members to do, and because Christ would not disobey His own command, it 

is what He would do as well. Therefore, once the heresy from the TGUS took root in RCG, Christ stopped 

leading this organization and it ceased from being the one true Church, the body of Christ: 

 

“Well, supposing that one even who has received the Holy Spirit changes his mind and wants to go 

off a different way and he begins to cause friction and trouble. Some will say ‘Yeah, you are still going 

to have friction in the Church.’ Oh, no. We are not, brethren. No we're not! And I want to show you 

why.  
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“Next we have to turn back to Romans, the last chapter of Romans, the 16th chapter and verse 17 

where Paul says; ‘Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences 

contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them.’ 

  

“Different doctrines, they are causing division, they are causing trouble. That is what we had in the 

past. And the REASON that we had it was we said, ‘Well, we must be more loving and more kind and 

more good than God; and we must just leave them in among us.’ God says, MARK THEM AND AVOID 

THEM. Now there are two ways we can avoid them, and only two that I know. One is if we leave 

them in the Church and we all go out, we're no longer in the Church. The other is that we put them 

out, and we stay in.” 

  Sermon, “Unity”, Herbert W Armstrong, February 4, 1984 

 

And let there be no doubt that when a true minister or leader of the Church begins teaching error, i.e. 

doctrines contrary to the truths that were restored to the Church by Jesus Christ through Mr. Armstrong, they 

disqualify themselves as men of truth (Exodus 18:21) and as ministers of the one true God. And the ministers 

that allow these wolves to deceive the members of the Church also disqualify themselves if they do not stand 

up for the truth. This is confirmed in the Word of God and it is perfectly in line with what Mr. Armstrong 

taught the Church as you will soon see. 

 

“In the very beginning of the Church of God in the 1st century, there were false apostles and there 
were those who went out from the Church for selfish gain or for revenge even as today. The apostle 
Paul speaking to the elders, which means the ministers of the Church of Ephesus said quote, ‘Also of 
your own selves’ that is speaking of you ministers ‘shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them’ Acts 20:30. That’s exactly what happened… 

 

“To the Church at Corinth Paul wrote, this is quoted from the Bible ‘But I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is 
in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus’ which they do. They don’t preach the same 
Jesus. ‘whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit’ and they are of a different spirit 
‘which ye have not received, or another gospel ‘another doctrine’ which ye have not accepted’ II 
Corinthians 11:3-4.  
 
“Now who was trying to turn these members of God’s Church to some watered down doctrine or 
other teaching. Paul says they were men serving Satan and therefore Satan’s ministers. Notice, the 
same chapter, just a few verses later he says ‘For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into’ and that is professing themselves to be ‘apostles of Christ. And no 
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his 
ministers’ now notice that, it is actually Satan’s ministers, his ministers, perhaps even themselves 
deceived into believing they are serving Christ. But if Satan’s ministers ‘also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness’, these ministers will never admit they’re Satan’s ministers. They’ll tell you 
they’re ministers of Christ.” 

 Bible Study, “Romans 15-16”, Herbert W Armstrong, July 7, 1980 
 



3 
The Remnant of The Worldwide Church of God 

www.TheRWCG.org 

“A true minister of God must study, preach and live by EVERY word of God! If a man tells you 

something that he knows disagrees with God's revealed Word, he instantly disqualifies himself from 

being a true minister of Christ! Isaiah 8:20 and Matthew 4:4 confirm this! 

  Tomorrows World, “What About False Prophets?”, November –December 1970 

 

This document is intended to help those who know that something is not right in RCG but are unsure of what 

to do. It is also written to help those who have already left. It is intended to bring clarity in a time of doctrinal 

change and confusion. It is intended to begin a restoration process in the minds of those who are being led by 

God’s spirit, of the truths that a loving God once gave to His people.  

 

You will now hear the words of God’s faithful apostle, Mr. Armstrong and how he felt about the subject of 

doctrinal change. It will help everyone understand exactly how he felt on the topic of compromising with the 

teachings that Jesus Christ restored to the Church through him in the 20th century. The following are Mr. 

Armstrong’s written words: 

 
“Before Jesus answered His disciples as to WHEN the END of the age and His return would come, He 
warned them against FALSE MINISTERS, deceiving the many. If possible, He said, they would deceive 
the VERY ELECT — YOU in God's Church. 
 
“As the Apostle Paul warned the elders at Ephesus: ‘For I know this, that... grievous wolves shall enter 
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also OF YOUR OWN SELVES [the ministers in God's Church] shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore WATCH... ‘! (Acts 
20:29-31.) 
 
“Brethren, could this BE God's true Church, and such things not happen to us? This sort of thing DID 
HAPPEN to God's TRUE CHURCH in the very first century. They only PROVE this is GOD'S Church which 
He is USING and blessing! But SATAN IS ANGRY. Satan deceives even some from within us. They will 
falsely accuse. They will MISLEAD with false doctrines which they will palm off as TRUTH! 
 Good News Magazine, “Why Did God Put You in His Church?”, Herbert W Armstrong, May 1974 

 
“But during these 43 years, I have frequently been pressured to compromise – ‘just a little’ – with 
God’s TRUTH.  

 

“But honestly, now, WHAT DO YOU THINK? Wouldn't it be all right to compromise, ‘just a little,’ on 
some ‘unimportant minor point’? Especially on some ostensibly unimportant point where we appear 
‘crazy’ to the world. 

 
“Nevertheless, if we begin to compromise with God's TRUTH, even in smallest, slightest manner, we 
have allowed Satan to get a foot into the door of the Church, and soon he will push open the door 
(he is stronger than we) and take over the whole Church. 

 
“A little leaven leavens the WHOLE LUMP! In my position, as chosen by the living CHRIST to be first 
under Him in AUTHORITY over the Church and the Work, I have been charged with the commission of 
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KEEPING GOD'S WORD. Keeping it inviolate – NO COMPROMISE! I have NEVER compromised with 
God's TRUTH – regardless of the cost or the circumstances. I never shall!” 

  Good News Magazine, “Personal”, Herbert W. Armstrong, December 1976, Page 1 & 28 
 

The following is the list of the changes and the references to the sermon or sermons where the change 
occurred. After each doctrinal change, you will find the “old teaching”, the truths that were restored and once 
taught to the Church during the Philadelphia era. Then, next to the “old teaching”, you will find the quotes 
from the literature, sermons or statements from material from the Worldwide Church of God and from Mr. 
Herbert W Armstrong regarding the “old teachings”. The list is in no particular order. May God help everyone 
find their way back to the “faith once delivered” unto the saints! 
 

1. The “Present Truth” means the truth changes: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God): The present truth described in II Peter 1:12 means the truth 

changes. 

 

 Reference (RCG):  

 

 TGUS Part 160 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  There is only one body of beliefs, one truth, and it doesn’t 

change. When doctrinal changes to the established doctrines occur from within the Church, division is the 

result. 

 

 Reference (WCG):  

 

“God says: ‘There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith . . .’ (Eph. 4:4-5). 

 
“One faith - meaning one body of beliefs, one set of doctrines, one perfectly harmonious truth 
believed and practiced by the true Church of God. Unless a point of truth you may believe fits 
perfectly and harmoniously into the whole of the doctrine of Christ - unless each truth you have 
learned only further serves to elucidate, clarify and further explain the whole of the plan of God - then 
it may not be a ‘truth,’ but error.” 
 Seven Proofs of God’s Church, Booklet, Page 30 

 

“Let's note carefully the meaningful words Jude used [Jude 3]. He was urging them to defend the 
original faith they had been given. Many of these people had been converted by the preaching of 
Christ's apostles. Some may have even heard Christ Himself. They got the truth firsthand - directly from 
the apostles who had obtained it from Christ who had faithfully delivered it from God the Father. There 
was no question about what the faith was. It had been faithfully given to them! 
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“This faith, meaning in this sense the body of beliefs and practices handed down by the apostles, 
forms the essence of the meaning of God's Church. Together with the prophets, the apostolic teachings 
form the foundation of God's house – Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20). Any 
superstructure not built upon this foundation is false; it will not stand (I Cor. 3:10-15). 

 
“So, then, the faith which must be earnestly held on to and defended is that original set of beliefs 
handed down by Christ's apostles. Paul's writings are full of warnings of false teachers who sought to 
mislead the people of God. 

 
“Now is the time to return to the faith which was truly once and for all delivered by Christ and the 
apostles.” 

  Good News Magazine, “The Faith Once and for all Delivered”, August 1974, Page 27 & 29 
 

“But also, the first century church at Corinth were called out of this world, and though now dead they 

shall be resurrected at Christ's coming and with us (then changed to spirit immortality) together meet 

with the returning Christ in the air at his coming. And Christ's apostle to them of that day had to 

write: "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 

thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you ... that there are 

contentions among you" (I Corinthians 1:10-11). Some of them followed one minister, some another. 

This was causing divisions in the Church.” 

  Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, January 26, 1983 

 

2. Judas Iscariot Resurrected – The Prophecy in Zechariah 11:12-13: 

 
New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Zechariah 11:12 “And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me 

my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver” is a prophecy for our 

time. It means that Judas Iscariot is going to be resurrected to persecute and torment God’s people, those 

who are outside the body of Christ and those who died incomplete (the general assembly).   

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 143 (Feast of Tabernacles 2018 sermon). 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Zechariah 11:12 “And I said unto them, If ye think good, give 

me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver” is a Messainic 

prophecy and it refers to the betrayal of Jesus Christ by Judas Iscariot in the 1st century. There was no 

teaching in the Worldwide Church of God that Judas was going to be resurrected to torment God’s people. 

 

Reference (WCG): 
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“The prophets even foretold that Christ, when thirsty on the cross, would be given vinegar to drink (Ps. 

69:21, John 19:29), and that Judas would betray His Master for 30 pieces of silver (Zech. II: 12, Matt. 

26:14-15). 

  Good News Magazine, “Is the Old Testament Inspired?”, December 1980, Page 26 

 

“Now let's notice several more specific Old Testament prophecies about Christ and see how He fulfilled 
them. 

 
“4. Was Christ to be betrayed by a friend for 30 pieces of silver? Psalm 41:9, Zechariah 11:12-13 
compared with Matthew 26:14-16.” 

Youth 83 Magazine, “Teen Bible Study: Here’s Proof Jesus Christ Lived”, March-April 1983, Page 
23 

 

3. Grace – No longer means forgiveness or unmerited pardon from sin: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Grace is not mercy. Grace is not forgiveness or unmerited 

pardon from sin. Grace has nothing to do with faith. Grace means to be thankful. 

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

Opening Night Message Feast of Tabernacles 2018. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Grace is unmerited pardon or forgiveness of a Christian’s sins 

as long as a Christian is willing to obey God and stop sinning.    

 

 Reference (WCG):   

 
“The law stood over you. It claimed your life – you were under it. It took Christ's life in payment instead 
of yours. The penalty stands paid! You are no longer under the Law. It no longer has claim over your 
life! You are now under grace - undeserved pardon.” 

What do you mean … Salvation?, Booklet, Page 18 
 

“Grace is simply free, unmerited, undeserved pardon or forgiveness. God gives us GRACE when He 
forgives us of our past sins. But, unless we are willing to OBEY God, and stop sinning, we will lose that 
forgiveness, or grace.” 

 
“Even so, when a sinner repents, and accepts the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as atonement for his sins, he 
comes under the GRACE of God. His past sins are forgiven. The death penalty for sin no longer hangs 
over his head.” 

Plain Truth Magazine, “The New Testament Teaching on LAW AND GRACE”, June 1966, Page 
26-27 
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“The New Testament Greek word translated "grace" is charis. Charis was a widely used word in the first 
century; its primary meaning is “that which gives pleasure or delight." But, like the English word grace, 
charis held a variety of associated meanings not dealing with the grace of God toward man. Before we 
see what God's grace is, let's first look at these other uses.” 

 
“Luke, in describing Jesus' childhood development, wrote, ‘And the Child grew and became strong in 
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him’ (Luke 2:40). In other words, God was 
well pleased with Jesus Christ. Obviously, charis is not used to mean unmerited pardon for sin in this 
case, since Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15, II Corinthians 5:21).” 

 
“In the book of Acts, Luke uses charis to express kindness, favor or goodwill toward another. God gave 
Joseph ‘favor [charis] and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt’ (Acts 7:10). Also, the 
Church was given favor, or charis, with the people around Jerusalem (Acts 2:46-47).” 

   
“Charis can also express thankfulness. Paul said, ‘But thanks [charis] be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ’ (I Corinthians 15:57).” 

 
“Charis was used by the Greek world in all the above senses. But the New Testament writers applied 
this word in a new sense to describe what God is doing for humanity. They realized that God's plan of 
salvation is so kind, so merciful, so unmerited and so thankworthy that it is the ultimate charis!” 

Good News Magazine, “GRACE Do You Really Understand it?”, January 1985, Page 7 

 

4. “That Prophet” – Is not a reference to Jesus Christ:   

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The Prophet described in Deuteronomy 18:15, in Acts 3:22, and 

“That Prophet” in John 1:21 are not references to Jesus Christ. They are a reference to a role that the 

leader of RCG will fulfill. He will also fulfill a number of other roles described in the Bible such as the end-

time Elijah, “the Branch” of Isaiah 11:1-10, and David (referenced in several prophesies of the Old 

Testament).   

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 8 and Part 96. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The Prophet in Deuteronomy 18:15, in Acts 3:20-22, and “That 

Prophet” in John 1:21 are all references to Jesus Christ.  

 

Reference (WCG):   

 

“And of Jesus, Son of God, Spokesman, Logos, Savior and certainly Prophet, Moses said: ‘The Lord thy 
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren (Israel), like unto me; 
unto him ye shall hearken’ (Deut. 18:15). And God Himself is quoted as agreeing with that statement. 
The fact is, Moses was only passing on what he had heard from God (see verse 18)!” 
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A Tale of Two Prophets, Booklet, Page 62 

  

“Now notice where Jesus is NOW! He (God) ‘shall send Jesus Christ …’ back to earth, ‘whom the 
heavens must receive UNTIL the times of restitution [restoration] of all things…’ (Acts 3:20-21). 

 

 

 

“Jesus shall come, SOON NOW, to RESTORE ALL THINGS! He did NOT restore all things when he first 
came …” 

Co-worker letter, Herbert W Armstrong, August 24, 1982 

 

5. The Branch – Is not a reference to Jesus Christ:   

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The “Branch” mentioned in Isaiah 11:1-10 is not a reference to 

Jesus Christ. It is a role that will be fulfilled by the leader of RCG in the near future. This individual is often 

referred to as “the twig” in sermons. This man will “with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 

reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 

with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked” (Isaiah 11:4). The man who will fulfill this role will also 

fulfill a number of other roles described in the Bible such as the end-time Elijah, “the Branch” of Isaiah 

11:1-10, “that Prophet” of John 1:25 and Deuteronomy 18:15, and David (referenced in several prophesies 

of the Old Testament).   

 

Reference (RCG):  

 

TGUS Part 47 and Part 66 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The Branch mentioned in Isaiah 11:1-10 is a reference to Jesus 

Christ. 

   

Reference (WCG):  

 
“Romans 15:10, ‘And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people’ with Israel, an Israelite, 
because they’re converted, they come into Israel. ‘And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, 
all ye people’ and that too is quoted from the Old Testament. 
 
“Romans 15:12, ‘And again, Isaiah says, there shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to rain over 
the gentiles, in him shall the gentiles trust’. Let’s see, there is something said in the 11th chapter of 
Isaiah about that and this may be another scripture. I don’t just have it right here. But the root of Jesse, 
the root of their Jesse was Christ and Christ was also a Branch off of Jesse, because David was Jesse’s 
son and Christ was the son of David.” 
 Bible Study, “Romans 15-16”, Herbert W Armstrong, July 7, 1980 
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“‘With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth .... 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE LORD (Eternal), as the waters cover the sea (none deceived, as most are today - true 
knowledge universally true education shall be a basic part of the program). And in that day there shall 
be a root of Jesse (Christ), which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it (Christ) shall the Gentiles 
seek’” (Isa. 11:4-10). 

  Good News Magazine, “Exciting News! Peace is on the Way!”, September 1982, Page 2  
 

“Isaiah 11:4-9 tells us what life will be like in the Millennium under the rule of Jesus Christ. There will 
be honesty and justice in all the earth. There will be no prejudice or unfairness, only righteous 
judgment.” 

  Youth Bible Lessons, “Fall Festival Edition” Level 5, Page 7 
  

“All officials will be APPOINTED - and by the divine CHRIST, who reads and knows men's hearts - their 
inner character, and abilities or lack of ability. You'll find a description of Christ's supernatural insight 
into the very character of others in Isaiah 11:1-5. 

 

“Notice it: ‘And the Spirit of the ETERNAL shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the ETERNAL; and shall make 
Him of quick understanding ... and He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after 
the hearing of his ears [hearsay], but with RIGHTEOUSNESS shall He judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity the meek of the earth’ (Isaiah 11:2-4).” 

The Wonderful World Tomorrow, Booklet, Page 40-41 
 

“The pure TRUTH OF GOD will be proclaimed to ALL PEOPLE. No one will be deceived any longer. But 
‘the earth shall be FULL of the knowledge of the ETERNAL, as the waters cover the sea’ (Isaiah 11:9). 

 
CHRIST is the ‘root of Jesse’ father of David. To Christ, then, will the Gentiles seek (Isaiah 11:10). Christ 
will set His hand to SAVE all Israel (verse 11). (Also Romans 11:25-26.)” 

The Wonderful World Tomorrow, Booklet, Page 61 
 

6. End-Time Elijah: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The end-time role of Elijah was not fulfilled by Mr. Armstrong. It 

will be fulfilled by the leader of RCG. He will also fulfill a number other roles described in the Bible. 

 

Reference (RCG):  

 

Elijah Sermons (3 Part) and TGUS Part 6.  

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  In 1927, Mr. Armstrong came across the Sardis era of the 

Church, which had lost all but 3 of the truths the Church once understood, Revelation 3:1. Mr. Armstrong 

fulfilled the prophecy in Matthew 17:11 as the end-time Elijah and restored “all things”, meaning the truth 
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to the Church. Hundreds of truths were restored including 18 major doctrines and the restoration occurred 

during the Philadelphia era, Revelation 3:7-10. The final instruction from Christ to God’s people is to hold 

fast to the truths that were restored during this era of the Church, Revelation 3:11. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“In the process of restoring the government of God in the Church through the modern Elijah, God used 

him to restore many related truths. Of primary importance was the restoration of Christ’s true gospel 

of the Kingdom of God! That gospel was restored when the Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong of 

the Worldwide Church of God first went on air with ‘The World Tomorrow’ radio program the first 

week in January, 1934, and then to the world when he went on Radio Luxembourg and radio Ceylon in 

1953 – one century of 19-year time cycles after the gospel of the Kingdom had been suppressed!” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Proclaiming the True Gospel”, Lesson 
18, Pages 11 & 14 

 

“As John prepared the way for Christ’s first coming, so the prophesied Elijah to come would prepare 

the way for Christ’s Second Coming to earth. Jesus said that this man would ‘restore all things,’ 

referring to God’s Government in His Church and Christ’s Gospel of the Kingdom of God. This has been 

done today by God’s end-time apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong.” 

  Youth Bible Lesson, “Elijah – A Man of Miracles – Part 2”, Level 6, Lesson 8, Page 11 
 

“There was an Elijah to come and to restore things in the Church. That has happened. And what has 
been restored is THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD, and many of the truths. At least 17 or 18 principle, vital, 
doctrines of truth have been added to about the three that had survived in the Sardis era of the Church 
that they still had.” 

  Sermon, “Feast of Trumpets”, September 16, 1985 
 

“Pasadena – A ‘surprised’ Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong received a piece of Steuben crystal 

entitled the ‘Cup of Elijah’ from the Advisory Council of Elders and wives May 3, reported evangelist 

Ellis LaRavia, a member of the council. 

 

“Mr. LaRavia quoted the pastor general as saying ‘You mean, I get a piece of Steuben crystal? I give 

away a lot, but I’ve never received one.’ 

 

“The formal dinner was the last of three Mr. Armstrong was host to in his Pasadena campus home for 

the advisory council. 

 

“Designed by Peter Yenawine of the Stueben Glass Works in Corning, N.Y., the cup is No. 14 in a limited 

series of 25. Flared at the rim and the base of the stem, the cup is quadrangular with its rim carefully 

cut in shallow beveled edges. The words ‘The cup of Elijah, the prophet’ are inscribed below the rim in 
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16th-century-style Hebrew lettering. Its four-pillared crystal stem is supported by an inner silver rod 

that extends from a circular silver stand.” 

 The Worldwide News, “Council Presents Gift”, May 10, 1982, Page 1 

 

Old Teaching (WCG):  Once a restoration of truth had occurred in the Church, it made it possible for Mr. 

Armstrong to then fulfill another commission of the end-time Elijah, which is to “make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord”, Luke 1:17. 

 

 

WCG References:  

 

“Few understand just what IS the Church. There are so many churches in the world. People just take 

churches for granted. But more than 1,953 years ago, Jesus Christ said, "I will build my Church. Few 

know WHY He built it—for what PURPOSE. The purpose, primarily, was dual: 

 

“1) to proclaim to the world the Gospel Message God sent to mankind by Jesus as God's Messenger 

(Mal. 3:1) of the coming Kingdom of God, 

 

“2) to call and prepare a chosen people to be born as Immortal Spirit Persons in the GOD FAMILY, to 

RULE, with and under Christ, all nations of the earth—and to JUDGE all who ever lived in the 

JUDGMENT DAY when they shall be resurrected—after the coming thousand- year reign of God's 

Kingdom over all nations on earth. Those people now being called and prepared will constitute the 

spiritual TEMPLE to which Christ shall come the second time in POWER and GREAT GLORY!” 

  Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, March 19, 1981  

 

“… The human leader to be raised up somewhat shortly prior to Christ’s Second Coming was to prepare 
the way – prepare the Church – for Christ’s coming, and restore the truth that had been lost through 
the preceding eras of the Church. Also, a door was to be opened for this leader and/or the Philadelphia 
era of the Church to fulfill Matthew 24:14: ‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come’.”  

Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Pages 290-291 

 

Old Teaching (WCG):  As the end-time Elijah, Mr. Armstrong turned “the heart of the fathers to the 

children, and the heart of the children to the fathers”, Luke 1:17 and Malachi 4:5-6. 

 

Reference (WCG):  

 

“To help families meet the challenge, and to help bridge the gap that has opened up between parents 

and children, the WCG is developing a comprehensive youth educational program. This program, 
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directed by Pastor General HWA, is designed to support the parents in teaching their children and to 

provide positive education and recreational opportunities. 

 

“Youth 1984 is written to help teenagers deal with the problems and pressures unique to their 

generation. Its lively colorful pages show its readers how to live carefully in this world while preparing 

for the future that God has waiting for them. 

 

“Through the youth educational services, the church has developed a multilevel correspondence 

course for children between the ages of 5-13 years. The YES course gives parents a helpful tool to teach 

children the basic principles of God’s plan so that they can start their lives on the right foundation. 

 

“The individual lessons of the YES course are written by senior ministers and experience teachers. 

 

“YOU (Youth Opportunities United) is the WCG international program for teenagers. Through many 

varied activities, YOU gives older children educational, social and recreational opportunities within the 

framework of the Church.  

 

“Every summer, hundreds of teenagers have the opportunity to attend one of the summer educational 

programs that are held in many locations around the world.”    

World Tomorrow Television Telecast, “The Hearts of the Children” 

 

Old Teaching (WCG):  Herbert W Armstrong came in the “spirit and power” of Elijah, Luke 1:17 and a work 

unlike any other work in the history of God’s Church began in 1934. The Church grew to a membership of 

150,000. It is estimated over 250 million people heard the voice of Mr. Armstrong over the radio or saw 

him on television. In 1985, over 90 million pieces of hard copy literature were distributed. In addition, he 

became internationally known as an “ambassador for world peace” and it is estimated he personally met 

with 1/3 of the heads of state of other nations. 

 
Reference (WCG):  

 
“Following are current worldwide figures you should know for the year 1985.  
Seventy-four million PLAIN TRUTH magazines were either mailed to subscribers or distributed through 
newsstands.  

 Seven million GOOD NEWS issues were sent out.  

 Two million YOUTH 85 magazines went to young and old alike.  

 Six million booklets, books and reprint articles were mailed upon request.  

 More than one million Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course lessons were sent to 
students.  

 Our Mail Processing Center received more than one million phone calls, mostly in response to the 
WORLD TOMORROW program on television.  
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 Our offices around the world received more than 10 million letters from subscribers responding to 
the work of the Church.” 

Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, January 1986 
 

“Now I've been commissioned to spread good news over this world. The church and the work grew, we 
felt very slowly at the time, and yet we look back on it and for 35 years it was growing, and the income 
for it was growing at the rate of 30% (approximately) a year. Some years 27%, some 33, but averaging 
around 30% a year. That is an unheard of rate of growth.  

Sermon, “A Positive Message”, Herbert W Armstrong, December 1, 1977 

 

“During the decade of the 70s, Christ has opened the door for me to be invited for private meetings 

with perhaps more kings, emperors, presidents and prime ministers all over the world—on all 

continents—than any other man on earth. The TRUE Gospel has gone to the heads of governments! 

And now, the latest, has come an invitation to Moscow! It is planned for me to appear there in early 

May.” 

 Co-Worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, January 3, 1980 

 

7. The “General Assembly” in Hebrews 12:23 - Refers to a group of saints that will be given a 2nd chance: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The general assembly in Hebrews 12:23 is a reference to the 

spirits of the saints who lived in one of the 7 Church eras described in Revelation 2 and 3 and who died 

incomplete. These saints will be resurrected as mortal beings and will be given a 2nd chance to qualify to be 

in God’s kingdom.  

  

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 107, Part 128, and Part 132. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The general assembly in Hebrews 12:23 is a reference to all of 

the saints who have ever lived, including those in the Old Testament. Everyone who has ever lived is given 

one chance to qualify for eternal life. No one will ever die perfect. As long as one is being led by God’s 

spirit and is striving to obey God, they will qualify for salvation and thus be given the gift of immortal and 

eternal life.  

 

Reference (WCG):   

 

“Even though he has not yet reached perfection – even though he may have stumbled under 
temptation, and taken a spiritual fall - as long as, in his mind and heart, he is earnestly striving to travel 
GOD'S WAY, to overcome and grow spiritually as long as God's Spirit is in him - as long as he is being 
led by the Spirit of God, he is a begotten CHILD OF GOD. If, anywhere along this life's journey, that life 
is cut short, ended, such a person will be resurrected.” 
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Good News Magazine, “Conversion Is a Process!”, February 1985, Page 23 

 

“But, someone may ask, what if one's life is cut off, and he dies before he has attained this perfection? 
Is he saved, or lost? The answer is that we shall never obtain absolute perfection in this life. 

 
“I said, earlier, that a person who is converted does receive the Holy Spirit at a definite time - all at 
once! Not the full measure Christ had he is not at once full-grown spiritually - only a spiritual babe in 
Christ. Yet he IS then a changed, converted man - changed in mind, in attitude, in the direction he has 
set himself to strive to travel. Even though he has not yet reached perfection – even though he may 
have stumbled under temptation, and taken a spiritual fall - as long as, in his mind and heart, he is 
earnestly striving to travel GOD'S WAY, to overcome and grow spiritually - as long as God's Spirit is in 
him - as long as he is being led by the Spirit of God, he is a begotten SON OF GOD. 

 

“If, anywhere along this life's journey, that life is cut short, such a man will be resurrected.” 
  Good News Magazine, “Personal by Herbert W. Armstrong”, June-July 1980, Page 26 

 

“And WHAT, then, was to be the CHURCH? As pictured by the third of God's annual Holy Days 
(festivals) it was to provide the FIRST ACTUAL HARVEST of mortal humans being translated into Spirit-
composed GOD BEINGS! Again, the Church is the instrumentality prepared to be used with and under 
Christ in completing God's wonderful purpose of saving humanity and reproducing himself. However, 
the CHURCH is the BEGOTTEN (not yet born) children of GOD. But the CHURCH shall be the firstBORN 
harvest (Heb. 12:23) (Christ being the foregoing Pioneer) at Christ's coming in POWER and GLORY!” 

  Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W. Armstrong, Page 232  
 

8. The Book of Esther – Is not scripture: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The Book of Esther is not scripture. It does not belong in the 

Bible. Esther is a horrific example. The book of Esther was not added to the Bible until the mid 90’s AD.  

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 165 and anti-Semitic websites.  

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Esther and Mordecai prevented Haman from annihilating the 

Jews and allowed the prophecy of the Messiah, who was foretold to come from the line of Judah, to be 

fulfilled. The book of Esther is part of the Word of God. 

 

Reference (WCG):  

 
“Another inspiring story is the life of Esther. She was one of the most beautiful women in the days of 
the Persian king Xerxes. Xerxes searched the land for not only the most beautiful, but the most 
respectful woman in the kingdom. Esther was selected to be the wife of the great king. No one of the 



15 
The Remnant of The Worldwide Church of God 

www.TheRWCG.org 

king's closest advisers knew that she was a Jewess. Meanwhile one of the leading commanders under 
Xerxes, Haman, had been devising a plot to destroy the Jews. 

 
“But God used Esther and her uncle, Mordecai, to turn the plot against Haman - he was hanged on the 
same gallows he had constructed for the purpose of hanging Mordecai. 

 
“All because of the love, beauty and respectful attitude of a truly great woman in the king's court.” 

   Plain Truth Magazine, “The Greatest Love Story Ever Told”, September 1983, Page 32 
  

“In this lesson, we will learn about a young Jewish girl named Esther. Her story, which is recorded in 
the book of Esther, takes place during the time of the Persian Empire. We will learn how she became 
queen and later, through her courage, loyalty and trust in God, helped save her people from a plot to 
destroy them. 

 
“Esther must have greatly loved Mordecai and her people to be willing to risk her life to save them. 
Read what Christ said about this kind of love in John 15:13. 

 
“When the day Haman had chosen to kill the Jews arrived, they were armed and ready to defend 
themselves. They destroyed all those who tried to harm them. In Shushan alone, hundreds of their 
enemies, as well as the ten sons of Haman, were killed. The wicked who plot against the lives of others 
often end up suffering the same fate themselves. This is shown in Psalms 9:16.” 

Youth Bible Lesson, “Esther – A Brave and Courageous Woman”, Level 7, Lesson 7, Page 2, 8, & 
11 

 
“Read it again! Notice that Christ divided the Old Testament into three sections: the law of Moses, the 
prophets and the psalms. Any student of theology knows that the Old Testament canon is divided into: 

 
“1) The law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

 
“2) The prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the minor prophets 
(Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and 
Malachi). 

 
“3) The psalms or writings: Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, 
Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles. 

 
“These, then, are the ‘scriptures’ spoken of by Christ. They form the entirety of the Old Testament ...” 

The Authority of the Bible, Booklet, Page 7 
 

9. Jesus Christ – Is not an immortal or an eternal being:  

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  When Jesus Christ died and was resurrected, He became a 

glorified being. He was not brought back to eternal life. He is not yet an immortal or an eternal being. He 

will receive immortality 8 years after He returns to earth, when the Father comes to the earth. All of the 
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saints will receive eternal life when Christ receives it. There are 3 levels of existence after the salvation of 

the living saints is settled; resplendid/exousia, glorified, and eternal. 

  

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 166. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Jesus Christ returned to His former state which is an eternal 

God being after His resurrection from death and ascension to heaven. When the term glorified is used in 

the Bible, it means the transformation of the saints from mortal to an immortal (incorruptible) and eternal 

state. Salvation only includes a single stage of change, and that occurs at the resurrection of the saints. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

  
“Paul then brings out the fact that Jesus is now restored to his former glory: ‘Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow (God does not allow human beings to worship other human beings or even 
angels - only members of the God family), in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father’ (verses 9-11). 

 
“John also wrote of Jesus' resuming his Godship. Notice Christ's words in the true Lord's prayer: ‘And 
now I am no more in the world ... and I come to thee’ (John 17:11, KJV).” 

Plain Truth Magazine, “Who Was Jesus?”, March 1983, Page 44 
 

 
“Why was Jesus brought back to life in a resurrection out of that stone sepulchre? For two reasons. 
One, Jesus was not worthy of death. He had never sinned. Two, if Jesus were not brought back to life 
as a glorified, immortal spirit being ...” 

Plain Truth Magazine, “Millions Have Never Heard Why Jesus Christ Rose from the Dead”, 
March 1983, Page 43 

 
“Here is Jesus' request: ‘And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I 
had with thee before the ‘world was’ (John 17:5)’. Before his human conception, Jesus had shared 
eternity with the Father. Now he requested that his total divine GLORY be returned to him!” 

  Plain Truth Magazine, “Why the Resurrection”, March 1983, Page 38 

 

“Well, Christ was the firstborn of many brethren, and we can be born again. Now He was born 

immortal and given all of the glory that He had divested Himself of and given up in the first place to 

come down here, preach the gospel, die for you and for me, be resurrected to make a resurrection 

possible for you and me, so that we may have eternal life.” 

  Sermon, “God’s Work in the 1st and 20th Centuries”, Herbert W Armstrong, October 31, 1981  
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“He was born very God by a resurrection, as you'll read in the fourth verse of the first chapter of 

Romans. Jesus Christ became a Son of God by a resurrection from the dead. And we become sons of 

God and born of God at the time of the resurrection when we either are immediately changed from 

mortal to immortal or resurrected if we have died in the mean time.” 

  Sermon, “From Sardis to Laodicea”, Herbert W Armstrong, June 24, 1983 

 

10. Exousia: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  “Exousia” is a Greek word that is typically translated as power in 

the New Testament. “Exousia” is a new teaching in which miraculous power and authority are received by 

the “little flock”, the members of Church, before they are spirit beings.  

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 64, Part 65, Part 70, and Part 83. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Power comes from God’s holy spirit. It is the power by which 

He creates and accomplishes things. The holy spirit is a spirit of power that works through Christians to 

help them accomplish certain goals. The Church never taught that “exousia” was a miraculous power that 

Christians would one day receive therefore, “Exousia” is counterfeit of the power that comes from the holy 

spirit.  

 

Reference (WCG):  

  

“4. Must Christians not only have God's Spirit, but also be yielded to it, letting it transform them so 
they become more like Christ and the Father? Rom. 6:13; 8:14; Phil. 2:5; II Cor. 10:5.  

 
“COMMENT: God's Holy Spirit gives His Spirit begotten children supernatural power to help them live 
the way today that Jesus Christ lived more than 1,900 years ago. Through that Spirit, Christ is enabling 
them to obey God, overcome sin and endure to the end of this age. God's Spirit is the power by which 
God's firstfruits are now being prepared for their jobs in God's Kingdom.  

 
“God's Spirit is also the power by which God's Church accomplishes its commission to preach Christ's 
Gospel to the world.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Pentecost”, Lesson 27, Page 11 

 
“But the Holy Spirit is something you have not had – something you must RECEIVE from GOD! 
Something infinitely greater and more POWERFUL than any powers within you - something from the 
great God who created YOU who created the entire vast universe and all that exists! 

 
“It is the essence - the very life - the NATURE of God. But it also is something from God, which He gives 
you from Himself, which is actually a part of Himself - and that IMPARTS POWER! 
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“Remember, Jesus said this power of God SHALL FLOW OUT from our innermost being (John 7:38)! This 
POWER of God is active - dynamic! It is not static. You cannot get a supply of God's Spirit and then 
bottle it up within you. This power comes into you from God daily! It circulates from God into YOU and 
then on out from you in love, in faith, in joy, in patience - even in performing miracles.” 

  Good News Magazine, “Christians Have Lost Their Power”, February 1983, Page 2 & 27 

 

“The commission He had given the CHURCH was to preach His Gospel to all the world. They were to 
receive the Holy Spirit, begetting them as saints - as Christians - putting them into God's CHURCH. This 
would infuse them with the power to carry out the mission of the Church. But it was NOT the setting 
up of the Kingdom of God. Of that they were not to know the time.” 

  Just What Do You Mean … Kingdom of God?, Booklet, Page 25 
 

“All things were created by Jesus Christ, but they were all created by God through Jesus Christ. Christ is 

the Word. He spoke, and it was done; but He spoke only what God the Father told Him to speak. The 

power of the Holy Spirit is the power that actually did what Jesus Christ spoke, and so there is power 

back of His word.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Marriage Is a Covenant”, Lesson 17, 

Page 7 

 

11. The Bible Reads Differently – A sign that a “another spirit” is guiding RCG: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  “The Bible reads differently” is a statement that was made in 

one of the TGUS sermons.  

 

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

It was stated by the leader of RCG, in one of the TGUS sermons that was given at the 2018 Feast of 

Tabernacles, that the notes in his Bible that were taken during the Worldwide Church of God are trash. 

 

It was stated during TGUS that a minster bought a new Bible because his old notes in his existing Bible 

were now incorrect.  

 

It was stated that if you believe in the “old teachings” you believe in a God who was a monster. 

 

It was stated that inconsistencies in the Worldwide Church of God left people baffled (TGUS Part 162). 

 

It was stated that Elijah has gotten people adjusted to see doctrine in a different way (TGUS Part 163). 
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Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  God called us to the truth. The truth was restored by God 

through Mr. Armstrong in the Philadelphia era of the Church. Mr. Armstrong served as God’s apostle of the 

20th century and as the end-time Elijah. We are instructed to hold fast to this truth, Revelation 3:8-11. A 

true apostle would not contradict what another true apostle has restored as truth. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“There are many false prophets in the world. Do you know the scriptural way to tell the difference 

between them and the true servants of God? 

 

“The apostle John wrote: ‘Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 

because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every 

spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth 

not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 

have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world’ (I John 4:1-3)… 

 

“Let us note that John is talking about ‘false prophets’ (verse I). Such prophets do not receive their 

inspiration from God or the Holy Spirit. They receive their ‘inspiration’ directly or indirectly from a 

different spirit — from Satan the devil or his demons. Their teachings are sometimes completely false. 

Other times they may be very near the truth, but nevertheless still not correct. 

 

“This text is telling us how to distinguish the false from the true. When we hear from a ‘prophet’ or 

‘minister’ we may measure him by the principles given here and elsewhere in the Scriptures to know if 

he is of God and inspired by His Spirit, or led by a contrary and false spirit.” 

Good News Magazine, “How to Try the Spirits”, September 1980 

 

“To the Church at Corinth Paul wrote, this is quoted from the Bible ‘But I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is 
in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus’ which they do. They don’t preach the same 
Jesus. ‘whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit’ and they are of a different spirit 
‘which ye have not received, or another gospel’ another doctrine ‘which ye have not accepted’ II 
Corinthians 11:3-4.  
 
“Now who was trying to turn these members of God’s Church to some watered down doctrine or other 
teaching. Paul says they were men serving Satan and therefore Satan’s ministers. Notice, the same 
chapter, just a few verses later he says ‘For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into’ and that is professing themselves to be ‘apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers’ now notice 
that, it is actually Satan’s ministers, his ministers, perhaps even themselves deceived into believing 
they are serving Christ. But it Satan’s ministers ‘also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness’. 
These ministers will never admit they’re Satan’s ministers. They’ll tell you their ministers of Christ.” 

Bible Study, “Romans 15-16”, Herbert W Armstrong, July 7, 1980 
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“Now some of our ministers have wanted to water down that doctrine. And they wanted to change 
that doctrine. They didn’t want to teach that doctrine of the Bible. They didn’t want to teach the 
doctrine of Christ and of God. And so they were causing division and that’s why they were put out. 
And so they come by speaking trying to draw you after them and I’m speaking unto you people that are 
going to hear this in the other Churches. And so you say, well I just want to hear what they have to 
say and so you go. God says don’t go! God says avoid them! 
 
“Christ taught His chosen apostle through the written word of God. The Worldwide Church of God, the 
same Church as founded in 31 AD, received is doctrine through God’s chosen apostle. Every doctrine 
you have came through God’s chosen apostle.” 
 Bible Study, “Romans 15-16”, Herbert W Armstrong, July 7, 1980 

 
“The point of the analogy is this: One whom God is calling will have his mind opened to understand 
when he hears God's truth …” 

 
“God calls, then, by opening one's mind to understand and believe the truth when he or she hears it. 
Are you being called? You are if you are understanding and believing the truth…” 

Good News Magazine, “Prove All Things; The Christian Calling”, October-November 1985 Page 

29 

 

12. The Return of Christ – Hidden to the world: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Jesus Christ second coming is going to be hidden to the world.  

He is going to return in a cloud, in a hidden fashion.  

 

Reference (RCG):  

 

TGUS Part 44, Part 45 and Part 96. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  When Christ returns, He will return in all his power and glory to 

Jerusalem and will stand on the Mount of Olives. He will be visible to everyone in the world when He 

returns. 

 

Reference (WCG):  

 

“Jesus went on, in the following verses, to describe His second coming, when the Kingdom of God shall 
rule ALL THE EARTH. In Luke 17:24 He refers to lightning flashing, just as in Matthew 24:27, describing 
His second coming to RULE the whole world. Verse 26 - as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be 
when Christ comes in power and glory as world Ruler. Verse 30 - the day when He is revealed.” 
 “Just What Do You Mean … Kingdom of God?”, Booklet, Page 19 
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“3. Now turn to Matthew 24. Does Jesus describe a tremendous noise which will rend the air at His 
coming? Matt. 24:30-31. Isn't this the time when He will ‘gather together his elect’? Verse 31. 

 
“4. Will Christ's return from heaven also be accompanied by a tremendous shout? I Thes. 4:16. Is this 
the time the saints are ‘caught up’ to be with Him? Verses 16-17. 

 
“COMMENT: Obviously Christ's coming will NOT be a clandestine, secret event at all!” 

 
“1. When Christ returns, will He be visible to everyone? Matt. 24:27; Rev. 1:7. 

 
“COMMENT: The Greek word astrape used in Matthew 24:27 may mean the lightning of 
thunderstorms, or any brilliant illumination. Now what brilliant light ‘comes out of the east and shines 
even unto the west’? Why, the SUN, of course! Can you see the sun? Of course you can! Christ's 
presence will be ‘as the SUN shineth in his strength’ (Rev. 1:16). It will be obvious-nobody will be able 
to miss it.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The Mount of Olives”, Lesson 3, Page 

10 

 

“He said He's coming back to this earth again, and He's coming as the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords to rule all nations. Why don't we hear that proclaimed a little bit more, why don't we? Then I 
want you to notice now next in Acts the first chapter and in verses nine to eleven. At the time Jesus 
Christ ascended to heaven He went up in the clouds and the clouds carried Him on up out of their 
sight. And in the first chapter of the book of Acts and beginning with verse nine:  

 
‘‘’And when (Jesus) had spoken these words, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel (now they saw Him go up, literally, He went up literally, they saw 
Him with their own eyes and notice what was said): Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come as ye 
have seen him go into heaven.’ (Acts 1:9-11) 
 
“Now the other scriptures in prophecy say that when He comes again He is coming with clouds; and He 
is coming precisely as He went. And He will descend from the clouds right down on the Mount of 
Olives, where He will descend; and you read of that in the fourteenth chapter of the book of Zechariah, 
which is just next to the end of the Old Testament in your Bible (Zechariah 14:4).  

 
“Now, I wonder how many believe that Jesus is only coming just invisibly and mystically in men's 
hearts. That doesn't mean any real coming — you see, the angels said He will come as you have seen 
Him go, He will come as you have seen Him go. He is coming literally.  

 
“And now looking to Revelation, I want you to notice Revelation 1:7: ‘Behold, he cometh with clouds 
(that's the way He went and that's the way He's going to come, with clouds): and every eye shall see 
him (all over the world, every eye shall see Him) and they also which pierced him (they will be 
resurrected and see Him in the resurrection): and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, Amen’ (Revelation 1:7). As you read in the seventh verse of Revelation the first chapter. “ 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%201.9-11
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Zech%2014.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rev%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rev%201.7
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World Tomorrow Radio Broadcast, “Don’t Just Believe Me”, Herbert W Armstrong 

 

Old Teaching (WCG):  The idea that Christ will first return secretly to His people and then comes a 

second time to the rest of the world when all will see him comes from the false teaching of the “Secret 

Rapture”.  

 

Reference (WCG):   

 

“The second common idea accepted by millions of professing Christians is the ‘Secret Rapture.’ 
According to this belief, Jesus will return to this earth in two phases. First, He will return secretly to 
whisk away all true Christians to heaven to protect them from the time of ‘great tribulation’ Jesus 
foretold. Therefore, it is believed that the Church's promised place of safety is not on this earth, but up 
in heaven. The second phase is believed to be His ‘public’ coming at which time all will be able to see 
and hear Him.” 
 
“But the rapture theory is actually an even more modern invention than the post-millennial theory. 
The early New Testament Church of God never heard of the ‘rapture.’ Nor indeed had anyone else until 
about 1830, when it was espoused by a few people in Britain and later popularized in the famous 
Scofield Reference Bible.” 

 
“Thus from those few people the doctrine of the ‘Secret Rapture’ has spread to most of Protestantism 
today.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The Mount of Olives”, Lesson 3, Page 4 

 

13. The Return of Christ – Christ returns multiple times to the earth: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Jesus Christ will return multiple times. First, He will return in a 

clandestine way as a man to Wadsworth Ohio, and only the Church will know. All were instructed to stay 

awake and “watch” on the night of the 13th of Adar II. The membership was told that they would be taken 

to Wadsworth by angels. Second, Christ will return to Joseph (United States). He will then return a third 

time to Jerusalem in power and glory to rule the world.               

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 35, Part 165 and Timeline Handouts. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  There is only one second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth. 

When Christ returns, he will return in all his power and glory and will be visible to everyone.  

 

 Reference (WCG):   

 

“Only ONE ‘Second Coming’!” 
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“Some will still contend that this visible and audible coming is the second phase of Christ's return. Here 
is more proof that this idea is utterly false! 

 
“1. Does the resurrection of the dead in Christ clearly take place at His return? I Thes. 4:15-16.Does it 
occur at the exact moment the trumpet ("trump") mentioned in verse 16 blows? I Cor. 15:51-52. 

 
“2. Is the trumpet mentioned in I Thessalonians 4:16 and I Corinthians 15:52 the same as the one 
blown in Revelation 11:15? Rev. 11:18. 

 
“COMMENT: Some will claim that the last trumpet mentioned in I Corinthians 15:52 is different from 
the seventh or last trump mentioned in Revelation 11:15. But notice that the events John describes in 
Revelation 11:18 could apply only to the time of the resurrection when the last trumpet is blown! 

 
“John is describing the same momentous event Paul did in I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15. Thus 
we see that Christ will return and the saints will be resurrected at the mighty blast of a great trumpet 
which will be heard by everyone on earth!” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The Mount of Olives”, Lesson 3, Page 

11 

 
14. The Gospel of the Kingdom of God – Three iterations:   

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The gospel of the kingdom of God has 3 iterations. The Israelite 

nations and the gentile nations rebel during each iteration. The 3 iterations are the kingdom of Israel (first 

measure), the kingdom of God many generations (second measure), and the kingdom of God in the 

Millennium (third measure).  

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 26, Part 29, Part 33, Part 35, Part 91, Part 117, Part 118 and Timelines.  

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The Greek word for Gospel means good news. It is the good 

news of the kingdom of God. The phrase “kingdom of God” is stated 70 times in the New Testament. Not 

once in those 70 times are there 3 iterations mentioned. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 
“Christ was a messenger. He brought the gospel, the message God sent by Him for all mankind. That 
message is good news. The very word ‘gospel’ means good news.”  

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Proclaiming the True Gospel”, Lesson 

18, Page 3 

 



24 
The Remnant of The Worldwide Church of God 

www.TheRWCG.org 

“Jesus went everywhere preaching the GOOD NEWS of the KINGDOM OF GOD. He taught in parables 
about the KINGDOM OF GOD. He sent out seventy men preaching, and commanded them to preach 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD (Luke 10:9). He sent the apostles, on whom the Church of God was founded, to 
preach only THE KINGDOM OF GOD (Luke 9:1-2).” 

Just what do you mean … Kingdom of God?, Booklet, Page 8 
 

“And what do we read? ‘Jesus came into Galilee, PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, 
and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the KINGDOM OF GOD is at hand: REPENT YE, and BELIEVE THE 
GOSPEL.’ Notice, Jesus said, ‘Believe THE GOSPEL’! WHAT Gospel? The one He was proclaiming – ‘the 
gospel of the kingdom of God.’” 

Good News Magazine, “What Is the True Gospel?”, February 1985, Page 4 
 

Old Teaching (WCG):  Mr. Armstrong proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom of God to the world in the 20th 

century. The Philadelphia era of the Church had an “open door” to accomplish this, Revelation 3:7-8. Not 

once did he ever mention 3 iterations in the gospel of the kingdom of God the he preached to the world. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“This era of the Church was to produce fruit. To this era - or to its human leader - God had set before it 
an open door. It is recorded in II Corinthians 2:12 and also Acts 14:27 how Christ opened the door for 
Paul to go into other countries to preach the gospel. This Church and/or its leader had but little 
strength. Neither were of great and powerful stature in Satan's world but those of this era were 
faithful to the Word of God. Though much of the original gospel truth, imparted to the original apostles 
by Jesus in person, had been lost, it was restored through the Bible to this era of God's Church who 
were faithful in keeping it.” 

  Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 290 
 

“And, lastly, WHAT GOSPEL did Jesus say should be preached TODAY? 
 

“Matthew 24:14, speaking of the PRESENT: ‘And this GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM will be preached in ALL 
THE WORLD as a witness’ - as a WITNESS – ‘to ALL THE NATIONS, and then the END will come’ - the end 
of this AGE. 

  
“That is the true Gospel proclaimed in The Good News of the World Tomorrow – proclaimed on the 
World Tomorrow broadcast on the air worldwide – ‘IN ALL THE WORLD.’” 

Good News Magazine, “What Is the True Gospel?”, February 1985, Page 4 
 

“Today, this prophecy is being fulfilled by a ‘little flock’ – the small group of Christians who hold that 
promise of Revelation 3:7-8. In countries all over the earth - on every inhabited continent - Christ's 
original message of good news is heard, undiluted, on the World Tomorrow radio and television 
programs and through the personal evangelism of Good News Editor-in-Chief Herbert W. Armstrong. 

  Good News Magazine, “Open Doors for Christ’s Gospel!”, December 1983, Page 14 
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Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The importance of preaching and believing the correct gospel, 

the one true gospel was understood by Mr. Armstrong and the membership of the Worldwide Church of 

God.  

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“Does it make any difference which gospel we believe? Listen to the answer of the eternal God, as 
inspired in Paul's letter to the Galatians - the first chapter, the eighth verse: ‘But even if we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.’ 
And it is made a double curse! For the next verse says, ‘So now I say again, if anyone preaches any 
other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.’” 

 Good News Magazine, “What Is the True Gospel?”, February 1985, Page 3 

 

"‘The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ’ you'll read in Mark 1:1. ‘Now after that John was put in 
prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, and saying, The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel’ (Mark 1:14-15).”   

 
“It is necessary to believe that GOSPEL to be saved! And how can you believe it, unless you know what 
it is?” 

Just What Do You Mean … Kingdom of God?, Booklet, Page 8 

 

“The apostle Paul preached THE KINGDOM OF GOD (Acts 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31). And God Almighty, 
through Paul, pronounced a double curse on man or angel that would DARE preach any other gospel! 
(Gal. 1:8-9.) Why, then, do so many DARE to preach so many other gospels? The good news of THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD is something you must understand, and BELIEVE, in order to be saved! Jesus Christ 
said so! You had better be finding out what it is! 

  Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 296 

 

15. The Return of Christ – As a man to be mocked and rejected: 
 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  When Christ returns, He will walk the earth for 3 ½ years to 
confirm the covenant in Daniel 9 and to complete a 7 year ministry. During this time, he will be rejected 
and suffer at the hands of this generation. 

 
Reference (RCG):   
 
TGUS Part 127, Part 142, and Part 164. 
 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  When Christ returns, He will return in all His power and glory 
to rule the earth. 

 
Reference (WCG): 
 
“4. Who else is scheduled to come with Christ at this time? Mark 8:38; Rev. 19:14. 
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“COMMENT: When Christ came to the earth the first time, He was mocked, tortured and killed. But 
when He returns as King of kings to set up the Kingdom of God, He will return with GREAT POWER AND 
GLORY (Matt. 24:30), and a great army of angels will accompany Him! 

 
“Jesus Christ came over 1900 years ago as a meek lamb to be slain for the sins of the world. But when 
He comes again, He will be wrathful-ANGRY toward all evil! He will use His mighty power to change the 
ways which have caused all the sorrow and suffering on earth.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The Mount of Olives”, Lesson 3, Page 

12 

 

“But, at the time of Christ's return to earth in supreme power and glory to set up the KINGDOM OF 
GOD, restoring the GOVERNMENT OF GOD abolished by Lucifer, then all being filled and led by God's 
Spirit shall become BORN sons of God. The GOD FAMILY will then RULE ALL NATIONS with the 
GOVERNMENT OF GOD RESTORED!” 

Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 50-51 
 

“When Jesus Christ returns to this earth, He will CONFIRM the covenant He made with His people. He 
will confirm the covenant He made with Abraham, promising that his seed would inherit the entire 
world (see Gen. 17:4-8; 22:16-18). Abraham and his spiritual seed through Christ will inherit ‘THE 
WORLD’ (Rom. 4:13). 

 
“When Christ returns, Abraham and the saints will RISE to meet Him in the air (I Thess. 4:13-17). They 
will then REIGN with Him, over the nations of the earth (Rev. 2:26-27; 5:10). 

 
“And, at that time, Christ will make a NEW covenant with His people Israel, and write His laws in their 
hearts and upon their minds (Heb. 8:6-10). For three and one-half years, Christ will complete His 
ministry to Israel, teaching them His ways. Rebels will be purged out from among His people, but the 
others, who repent of their sins and loathe themselves for their evil deeds, will be forgiven and will 
come to KNOW GOD (Ezek. 20:35-38, 43-44).” 

  Good News Magazine, “Daniel Nine Proves Jesus Is the Christ”, December 1965, Page 3 
 

16. The Great Whore In Revelation 17 - Is a reference to Jerusalem and not traditional christianity: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The “Great Whore” of Revelation 17 is the city of Jerusalem. 

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 62 and Part 83. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The “Great Whore” or Revelation 17 is a term used to describe 

this world’s traditional christianity. 

  

Reference (WCG): 
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“The great false religion, the great whore of Revelation, described in the 17th and 18th chapters, has 
made the nations spiritually drunk on false religious doctrines. ‘... The inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine (false doctrines) of her fornication ... And upon her forehead was a 
name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth’ (Rev. 
17:2, 5).” 

  Seven Proofs of Gods True Church, Booklet, Page 28 
 

“The fallen ‘woman’ of Rev. 17 is clearly identified as the great false Church, which ruled over the kings 
of the Roman Empire from 554 until 1814. Her doctrines and practice, falsely called by Christian names, 
are actually the same identical ‘Chaldean mysteries’ of the ancient Babylonian Baal worship, 
denounced in the Bible as the most idolatrous of all false worship.” 

  A True History of the True Church, Booklet, Page 28 

 

“In the 17th chapter of Revelation we find a beast, and a woman - a great, wealthy but fallen woman-
who was riding the beast. The Bible describes the symbol ‘woman’ to mean a church (see II Cor. 11:2; 
Rev. 19:7; Eph. 5:22-27). On the other hand, "beast" is a symbol of a kingdom, or empire.” 

  Who or What Is the Prophetic BEAST?, Booklet, Page 15 
 

“Well, who are the followers of that Simon today? He went out anyway, and he organized what 
became finally the biggest religion in this world, what is known today as ‘Christianity.’ He was the real 
founder of what the world looks on as ‘Christianity’ today. And you find it described in Revelation 17 
and verse 5 (and its in capital letters in my Bible, and probably is in yours). Rev. 17 verse 5, ‘And upon 
HER’ - she's pictured as a great whore, a great mamma whore. Revelation 17:5 And upon her 
forehead… 
 
“And a church is always regarded in the female sense, because the true Church of God is the affianced 
Bride of Christ, to marry Christ at His Second Coming. But here was a false church. And she is a harlot, a 
WHORE; and she's a mother of harlots.” 

  Sermon, “Passover Examination”, Herbert W Armstrong, March 4, 1982 
 

“Revelation 17:5 ‘Upon her’ this woman, which is a church a great church, ‘Upon her ...  forehead was a 
name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH.’  
  
“She is a great whore, committing fornication, not adultery. You see, ancient Israel was married to 
Christ. They would have committed adultery. So it isn't ancient Israel. It is Gentile. She committed 
fornication, which is an act committed prior to marriage and by unmarried people who are not married 
to Christ; and the name is not the name of God.  
 
“We are THE CHURCH OF GOD! We bear the name of God. This church bears the name of Babylon, 
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT. In other words, the Babylon Mystery Religion having now become 
great — ruling over kings of the earth, participating in the ways of this world …  
 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rev.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rev%2017.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rev%2017.5
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“We are told to come out of that! Babylon The Great is the mother of harlots. They came out of their 
mother in protest, calling themselves Protestant. Now, brethren, that's very, very plain language. 
That's right in your Bible. I only read that out of the Word of God …” 

  Sermon, “The Need for Spiritual Knowledge”, Herbert W. Armstrong, August 28, 1981 
 
17. When Christ Returns - The Passover will no longer be kept: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  When Christ returns the Passover will no longer be kept. We will 

not take the bread and the wine after Christ returns. 

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 164. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  When Christ returns, He will again keep the Passover with the 

saints in the Kingdom of God. 

 

 Reference (WCG): 

 

“4. Will the Passover be kept by Christ and others after He establishes the Kingdom of God on earth? 
Matt. 26:29; Luke 22:15 16. In the meantime, was the Passover to be kept by God's Church as a 
memorial of Christ's suffering and death? I Cor. 11:25-26. 

 
“COMMENT: Jesus commanded His disciples to keep the Passover in memory of Him until He returns, 
when He will keep it again. The apostles did keep it, and God's Church today is still keeping it exactly as 
Jesus commanded!” 

  The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The Garden Tomb”, Lesson 25, Page 14 

 

“9. Will the Passover be kept by Christ and born-again Christians when He establishes the Kingdom of 
God on earth? Matt. 26:29, Luke 22: 15-16. In the meantime, was the Passover to be kept by God's 
Church as a memorial of Christ 's death? Review I Corinthians 11:25-26.” 

  Good News Magazine, “The Passover Begins God’s Mater Plan”, February 1983, Page 22 

 

“Then notice Matthew 26:29. Jesus said He would not again take the New Testament ‘Lord's supper’ 
until after His second coming in His Kingdom. Yet, later, as He sat ‘at meat,’ eating a meal, He broke 
bread and blessed it (Luke 24:30).” 

  How Often Should We Partake of the Lord’s Supper?, Booklet, Page 11 

 

18. Christians will “Escape” the “Fire” instead of fleeing to the Place of Safety before the Great Tribulation: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Christians will “escape” the time of “fire” meaning a time of 

great trial and testing. 
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Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 52, Part 53, Part 59, Part 63, Part 78, Part 84, Part 104, Part 109 and Part 113.  

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  A small Philadelphian remnant of the Church who hold fast to 

the truth and have brotherly love for one another will flee to a place of safety (Rev. 3:10 and Rev. 12:14) 

where they will be protected for 3 ½ years during the Great Tribulation and the Day of the Lord. 

  

Reference (WCG):  

 

“Continue this prophecy. Next, when our great commission is in God's sight completed, we are to be 

taken - symbolically flown on the two wings of a great eagle which could mean by a friendly 

government made friendly to us by my contacts with heads of so many governments - we shall be 

taken to a place of protection from the Great Tribulation, which is the furious wrath of Satan (verse 

14).  

 

“While we are in this place of safety 3 1/2 years, the two witnesses shall be preaching to the whole  

world, protected from Satan. But Satan in his mad wrath will then make war with the REMNANT 

Church. This has to be the Laodicean era of the Church (verse 17). 

 

“Some translations indicate they were losing the Holy Spirit, because of negligence, lack of prayer, lack 

of fellowship with the brethren and with God and Christ and being overcome with materialistic and 

worldly interest. Are some of us like that, even now?” 

  Good News Magazine, ”What Lies Ahead Now?”, January 1984, Page 21 

 

“After this we read: ‘And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into 
the wilderness, into her place. where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the 
face of the serpent’ (verse 14). 

 
“Note that the woman (the Church) is given two wings of a great eagle, that she might ‘fly.’ Here the 
Greek word literally means ‘fly’ (as a bird or plane does), not flee or escape by other means. She flies to 
‘her place,’ which could imply ownership. Here she is nourished (fed physically and spiritually) for three 
and a half years (‘time, and times, and half a time’). 

 

“Verse 17 shows that there are certain others in the Church who do not make this flight. They face not 
just persecution from Satan but war with him, and there is no indication of divine protection for them. 

 
"‘Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth’ (Rev. 3: 1 0). 
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“The Philadelphia church is kept from this sore trial that is going to come on all the world. This verse 
does not refer to any period of temptation the whole world went through during the time the original, 
small church at Philadelphia existed. It can only refer to the Great Tribulation, but different words are 
used.” 

Good News Magazine, “Is There a Place of Safety?”, May 1982, Page 19-22 

 
19. The Book of Daniel – Unsealed in 2017 and not during the Philadelphia Era of the Church: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The book of Daniel is only now, in August 5, 2017, unsealed. It 

was stated that the reason it is only now unsealed is due to the enormous increase in Biblical 

knowledge/revelation that has occurred in RCG. It was also stated that the “time of the end” has only now 

begun.   

 

Reference (WCG):   

 

TGUS Part 85 and Part 96. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The book of Daniel was unsealed in the 20th century during the 

Philadelphia era of the Church when God restored the truth and revealed prophetic knowledge through 

Mr. Armstrong. The time of the end began had begun just prior to the beginning or the Worldwide Church 

of God. This era of the Church was given the key of David (Rev. 3:7) that unlocked Biblical prophecy. 

Nowhere does the Bible indicate that there will be an increase in Biblical knowledge or revelation during 

the Laodicean era.   

 

Reference (WCG): 
 
“In the 12th chapter of Daniel we read even that devout man of God could not understand that which 
was given to him to write as part of the Bible. He said he heard, but understood not. The revealing 
angel said, ‘Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end’ 
(Authorized Version).  

 
“‘Today we have reached that time. God has opened to understanding his Word to those he has 
chosen, who have yielded and surrendered to him and to his blessed sacred Word. In the 12th chapter 
of Daniel, it says at this time of the end the ‘wise’ would understand, but ‘none of the wicked shall 
understand.’ …” 

 Mystery of The Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 6 
 

“Daniel wrote, at the conclusion of his Book: ‘I heard, but I understood not’ - that is, he heard what the 
angel had revealed, which Daniel wrote in his Book - but he himself did not understand the very 
prophecies he had been inspired to write. The angel said to Daniel: ‘The words are CLOSED UP, and 
SEALED, till the time of the end’ - and the Moffatt translation renders it ‘till the crisis at the CLOSE’ - 
that is, till this world-crisis at the close of this age! (Dan. 12:8-9.) Again, verse 4: ‘But thou, O Daniel, 
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shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased.’ 

 
“As the prophecies of Daniel were CLOSED and SEALED until this time of the END - this world-crisis at 
the close - this time of rapid transportation, men running to and fro - this time of INCREASED 
KNOWLEDGE - so also the prophecies of the Book of Revelation were SEALED!  

 
“But today we live in the dynamic, exciting, terrible ‘time of the END’ - the world-crisis at the CLOSE of 
the age! The prophecies and mysteries of God, sealed until now, are today REVEALED to those whom 
God has chosen to carry His last Message to the world as a witness! Jesus Christ, Head of His Church, is 
the REVEALER! Christ has opened these mysteries to His servants!” 

  The Book of Revelation Unveiled at last!, Booklet, Page 8 
 

“At the very close of his book, Daniel wrote: ‘And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, 0 my Lord, 
what shall be the end of these things? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end ... and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall 
understand’ (Dan. 12:8-10). 

 
“So the prophecies of Daniel were CLOSED, sealed, locked up until now! But today we are living in ‘the 
time of the end.’ Today the ‘wise’ do understand! But who are ‘the wise’? Only those who fear and 
obey God-and who have the master key to unlock the locked-up prophecies …” 

 
“And don't forget, the specific key that unlocks these closed doors of prophecy is the definite 
knowledge of the true identity of the American and British nations as they are mentioned in these 
prophecies.   

  The United States And Britain in Prophecy, Book, Page 7-8 
 

20. The Restitution of All Things described in Acts 3:19-22 – Will be accomplished by a man and not Christ: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The restitution of all things described in Acts 3:19-22 will be 

accomplished by a man. This man will restore all things to the earth and will fulfill the end-time role of 

Elijah, “the Branch” of Isaiah 11:1-10, “That Prophet” of John 1:25, and David (referenced in several 

prophesies of the Old Testament). This man is the leader of RCG. 

 

 Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 26, Part 94, and Part 96. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Jesus Christ defeated Satan in a titanic battle that is described 

in Matthew 4:1-11. He overcame Satan and thus qualified to replace him on the throne of this earth. Christ 

will restore “all things” on the earth, including the government of God when he returns in all his power 

and glory. This is the restitution of all things that is depicted in Acts 3:19-22.  
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 Reference (WCG):   

 

“It is revealed in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, that God placed the archangel Lucifer, a cherub, on a throne 
on the earth. He was placed there as a ruler over the entire earth. God intended him to rule the earth 
by administering the government of God over the earth. And the government of God was administered 
on earth until the rebellion of the sinning angels.” 

Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 73 

 

“5. Jesus Christ overcame the temptations of Satan the devil (Matt 4:1-11). He was severely tempted, 
yet through the power of God’s spirit, He resisted and overcame Satan, and remained faithful to God 
and His way until death. Must Christians, to be able to assist Christ, also overcome? Rev. 3:21. 

 

“Comment: Jesus had to qualify to replace this world’s present ruler. He, functioning as a human being, 
had to resist and overcome the intense temptations of the devil. And all who are called by the Father 
to rule with Christ when He restores God’s government on earth must also qualify to rule – must turn 
from Satan’s way, resist and overcome his temptations …” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Symbol of Rulership”, Lesson 20, Page 
11 

 

“Upon Christ's return to earth in power and glory, He will order Satan bound. No longer will Satan be 
able to work in the ‘children of disobedience.’ The minds of men, formerly kept spiritually closed by 
Satan, will be opened by the Spirit of God! Freed from Satan's influence, the world will become 
responsive to God's way of life. 

 
“For the first time, humanity as a whole will be able to understand God's Master Plan of salvation. 
People will then begin to realize their wrong ways, repent and receive forgiveness of their sins by 
accepting Christ as their Savior. Only then will man become at one with Christ and the Father, as 
pictured by the Day of At-one-ment! 

 
“1. What did the Apostle Peter proclaim would occur when Christ returns to earth? Acts 3:19-21. 

  
“COMMENT: Peter called the time when God's government will be restored-the time when Satan's part 
in sins will be put on his own head-the ‘times of restitution.’ What needs to be restored to earth? 
God's government and His way of life. It was once offered to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, but 
they rejected it, deceived by the serpent.” 

Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The World-Soon to Be Released!”, Lesson 
29, Page 15  
 

“God’s government was taken away from the earth at Lucifer’s rebellion. But it was not restored at 

Jesus’ first coming. Christ will restore it when He returns (Acts 3:19-21). And so the heavens have 

received Jesus until He comes as ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’ to restore the government of God 

(Rev. 19:16). At that time He shall set up the Kingdom of God – the divine, Spirit born family of God 

which shall rule the earth”. 
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The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Proclaiming the True Gospel”, Lesson 

18, Page 14 

 

21. The Salvation of Mankind – The majority will not be saved: 
 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The majority of mankind will not be saved.  

 

Reference (RCG):    

 

TGUS Unknown and Ministerial Conference. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The vast majority of mankind will be saved. This is part of 

God’s master plan of salvation for the world and this reveals His love for all of humanity. 

 

Reference (WCG):  

 

“Yet the Bible talks in terms of God saving - not losing – the majority of mankind: ‘For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world (not just a little fraction of it - the 
world as a whole - at least a majority) through Him might be saved’ (John 3: 17). 

 
“God is ‘not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance’ (II Peter 3:9).” 

Good News Magazine, “The Last Great Day, That GREAT Day”, September 1985, Page 29 
 

“But that's not the end of the story. Whereas many theologians would tell you all those Israelites are 
forever doomed, the apostle Paul wrote that eventually ‘all Israel shall be saved’ (Romans 11:26).  

 
“Yes, all Israel – the overwhelming majority of Israelites - will be saved. How about that? Can God 
accomplish His goal? Is He mighty enough to save the world?” 
 Good News Magazine, “The Last Great Day, That GREAT Day”, September 1985, Page 29 

 
“God Almighty, in His wisdom, has devised the best possible way for men of all times and nations to 
receive salvation and inherit eternal life in His Family. 

 
“God's Master Plan is so simple and effective that the overwhelming majority of mankind will 
eventually repent of all sin and turn gratefully to God, submitting to His guidance and government. But 
salvation is not universally guaranteed. 

 
“Out of all the earth's population, a few people will fail in God's plan. They will fail because they 
stubbornly insist on their own way-the way of death (Prov. 14:12)…” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “They Shall Live Again!”, Lesson 31, 
Page 13 

 
“Now Christ, ruling in His Kingdom, finally begins the work of saving the whole world. Paul refers to an 
important part of this process when he says, ‘And so all Israel shall be saved’ (Rom. 11:26). This is one 
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of the most exciting and significant verses in the Bible, since Isaiah and other prophets show that the 
gentiles will be called too! God is no respecter of persons, as far as salvation is concerned.” 
 Good News Magazine, “God’s Holy Days: The Master Builder’s Blueprint”, August 1980, Page 11 

 
“The Last Great Day is your hope that your friends and relatives will share eternal life with you, for it 
pictures the time when God will call everyone He hasn't called during this and past ages. He will give 
them His Spirit after they repent of their sins and accept Christ's sacrifice. He will allow them time to 
live the Christian way of life as we do today and then make them His sons. Then you will be able to 
enjoy being God's son together with your loved ones! 

 
“Revelation 20: 11-13 speaks of this time after the Millennium as the "great white throne" judgment 
when the "books" of the Bible will be opened to their understanding so they can live by what is written 
in them. It is their time of salvation. And the Bible indicates that the majority of people who have ever 
lived will accept and live God's way and become His sons (Rom. 11:26).” 
 Youth Bible Lesson, “Fall Festival Edition”, Level 8, Page 9 
 
“Your Bible shows that the vast majority of the billions of humanity will finally be born into God's 
Family at the end of the coming period of judgment, pictured by the Last Great Day.” 

Good News Magazine, “Ministudy: The Last Great Day Completes God’s Master Plan”, October-

November 1983, Page 24 

 

22. The Salvation of the Saints Has 3 phases - Exousia, glorified, & then eternal: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The salvation of the saints is a phased process and includes 

Exousia, glorified, & then eternal. Not all saints are resurrected at the same time. The saints receive 

eternal life when the Father returns (TGUS Part 162). 

  

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 31, Part 104, Part 110, Part 116, Part 84, 163, and Part 166. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  When Christ returns to the earth, all of the saints are 

resurrected together at the same time and receive eternal life. This includes the saints who are alive. 

When the term “glorified” is used in the Bible, it means the transformation of the saints from mortal to an 

immortal (incorruptible) and eternal state. 

 

Reference (WCG):  

 

“The Feast of Trumpets portrays God's direct intervention in world affairs. It will be announced by 
angels blowing trumpets (Revelation 8 and 9).When the last trumpet is sounded, Jesus Christ will 
return to earth and the relatively small number of saints from down through history will be resurrected 
(Revelation 11:15, 18, I Thessalonians 4: 16-17).” 
 Good News Magazine, “The Last Great Day, That GREAT Day”, September 1985, Page 31 
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“They overlook I Thessalonians in the fourth chapter, where it says that at that time the dead in Christ 

will be resurrected, and they shall rise first; and we which are alive will not prevent (or precede) their 

coming. They will rise first. And we which are alive and remain shall be instantly translated from mortal 

unto immortal, and shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

He's not coming to meet us as we go to heaven. We are going to meet Him, as He returns here.” 

  Sermon, “Feast of Trumpets”, Herbert W Armstrong, September 16, 1985 

 

“So, once again, WHAT and WHY is the CHURCH? The Church is the called out (from this world) 
begotten children of God. It is the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 1:23). It is the spiritual organism 
that shall be the ‘Bride of Christ’ - after its resurrection to immortality. Then it shall be married to 
Christ! It is the spiritual TEMPLE to which Christ shall come at his second appearing (Eph. 2:21).” 

Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 230 
  

“Now, we'll be under Him; but we will be made VERY GOD, the same as He is made God, by a 

resurrection from the dead. If we die between now and then, we will be resurrected immortal as GOD 

BEINGS. If we're still alive, we'll be ‘changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye’, I Corinthians 

15:51-52; and rise, not in an airplane, but just rise up in the air by yourself without wings, and meet 

Him in the clouds in the air, I Thessalonians 4:16-17.” 

Sermon, “Coming Out of Sin”, Herbert W Armstrong, April 12, 1985 

 

23. The Last Great Day - Is when the Father comes to earth: 
 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The Last Great Day is when the Father and the New Jerusalem 
arrive to the earth. This occurs before the Millennium. It is called the 2nd iteration of the Kingdom. 

  
Reference (RCG):   

 
TGUS Part 114 and the Timeline Handout dated October 20, 2018. 

 
Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The millennium will occur first. The judgment period known as 
the Last Great Day will take place next. This is when everyone who has died without the knowledge of the 
truth will be given a chance to qualify for immortal and eternal life. The new heavens and the new earth 
will be established after the Last Great Day judgment period. Then, after all of this has happened, the 
Father will come to the earth in the New Jerusalem. 

 
Reference (WCG):   
 
“The first seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles picture the millennial period. This is 1,000 years when 
the whole earth will be full of the knowledge of God. But one great day still remains - the Last Great 
Day or eighth day of the Feast. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor%2015.51-52
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor%2015.51-52
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Thess%204.16-17
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“There is still an important work to be done. All the dead who never knew the real Jesus Christ and 
who never had a chance to be converted – the ones God the Father did not draw to Christ before - are 
still in their graves, dead.  

 
“These vast multitudes will be resurrected to physical life. The books (of the Bible) will be opened to 
their understanding for the first time (Rev. 20: 11-12). The book of life finally will be open to them. If 
they live according to the books (Bible), repent, obey God and overcome, they too will receive eternal 
life. 

 

“The incorrigibly wicked will then be cast into the lake of fire, also called Gehenna fire (verse 15). The 
earth, purified by this fire, will now be ready to be made new, ‘And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea’ (Rev. 21: 
1).” 

Good News Magazine, “God’s Holy Days: The Master Builder’s Footprint”, August 1980, Page 11 

 
“When will we see New Jerusalem? The context of Revelation 20, preceding Revelation 21, reveals the 
answer. In Revelation 20 we are told about the 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ and the saints. After 
this comes the Great White Throne Judgment, during which the multitudes of people who died without 
knowledge of the true God will be given a chance for salvation … 

 
“After the Millennium and the judgment period the new heaven (or heavens, as it is rendered in 
scriptures such as Isaiah 65:17, 66:22 and II Peter 3:13) and the new earth will be established. 

 
“With the establishment of the new earth comes the holy city, New Jerusalem. It is pictured as a bride 
adorned for her husband (Rev. 21:2). Whose Bride will she be? The Bride of the Lamb, Jesus Christ 
(verses 9-10, John 1:29).” 

Good News Magazine, “After the Millennium – New Heavens and a New Earth”, January 1981, 
Page 9 

 

24. The Fate of Satan and the Demons – Will be destroyed: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Angels are not immortal. Satan and his demons are going to be 

destroyed. The Hebrew word “abad” in Ezekiel 28:16 means destroyed. 

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 119, Part 166 and the Feast of Tabernacles Sermon in 2016. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Satan and his demons are immortal beings and cannot die or 

be destroyed. Their punishment is to be banished forever. This is depicted in the Old Testament ritual of 

the Day of Atonement, Leviticus 16:21-22. The scapegoat represents Satan and he is banished into the 

wilderness forever. The scapegoat is not killed nor destroyed. 
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Reference (WCG): 

 
“In the 19th chapter of Revelation, we have the prophecy of the Second Coming of Christ. At the 
beginning of the 20th chapter, what is to happen? 

 
“Exactly what the 16th chapter of Leviticus shows. The devil is sent away - the symbol here used is the 
‘bottomless pit’ symbol of an uninhabited desolate wilderness (Rev. 18:2) - and he is sent there by a FIT 
man - an ANGEL from heaven. Now the devil is not killed. He does not die. He is still alive a thousand 
years later - after the Millennium (Rev. 20:7).” 

Pagan Holidays – or Gods Holy Days – Which?, Booklet Page 41-42 
 

“5. Is the azazel goat pictured as remaining alive? Verses 10, 22. 
 

“COMMENT: Satan is a spirit being and therefore immortal (Luke 20:35-36). To signify that, the goat 
was permitted to live. But notice that it was turned loose only when completely removed. This 
represents Satan being prevented from influencing mankind after Christ's return.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The World-Soon to Be Released”, 
Lesson 29, Page 11 

  
“Many have misunderstood verse 16 of Ezekiel 28. Notice that God is speaking of the beginning of the 
creation in this account of Satan's original rebellion. But, just as the Bible so often uses DUAL 
meanings, so THIS is history and prophecy at the same time! …” 

 
"... ‘Therefore I WILL (both past and future) cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will 
destroy thee, 0 covering cherub, FROM the midst of the stones of fire’ (Ezek. 28:16). The word destroy 
is explained by the word FROM! God does NOT say Satan is to be DESTROYED! He DOES say Satan is to 
be DESTROYED FROM a certain place - the midst of the stones of fire, or the location of God's seat of 
authority. 

 
“Hebrews 2:14 is one misunderstood scripture in regard to this subject. The last half of the verse reads: 
‘that through death he’ (meaning Christ) ‘might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil.’ The Greek word here translated ‘destroyed’ has more the meaning of ‘to annul, bring to naught, 
make of no effect’ rather than a physical and total destruction. God is going to annul and make void 
Satan's works and power.” 

 
“Now, let's notice further proof that Satan is NOT to be destroyed. Turn again to Revelation 20, and 
verse 10. 

 
“Notice that the devil is cast into the lake of fire where the Beast and False Prophet were cast, AND 
Satan and his demons shall be tormented day and night forever and ever! 

 
“This expressly states Satan will be tormented for the AGES OF THE AGES! (See International Critical 
Commentary, an interlinear or other such Bible helps.) This expression in the Greek means for all 
eternity - for time everlasting! 
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“Notice carefully the verse states Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire AND tormented forever! It 
does not say that he will remain in the fire forever! The fire is on this earth! The fire is an AGE-LASTING 
fire, which will not be burning after God's new heaven and new earth are established! Since Satan is to 
be tormented FOREVER, and the fire is to finally consume the physical objects it is burning until it burns 
out, Satan does not remain in this lake of fire forever! 

 
“Satan is a spirit! Fire cannot consume spirit - and A SPIRIT CANNOT DIE! 

 
“Jesus Christ said so! 

 
“For a clinching proof, turn to Luke the twentieth chapter. In verse 34, Christ begins to explain to the 
hypocritical Sadducees about the resurrection. ‘... The children of this world marry, and are given in 
marriage: But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world (age), and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: NEITHER CAN THEY DIE ANY MORE, for they 
are equal unto the angels ..." (verses 34-36).  

 
“Jesus tells us the angels cannot die! Satan is a fallen angel! Therefore Satan cannot die!” 
 Did God Create A Devil, Booklet, Page 23-24 
 

25. The Angels in Revelation – Are not angels but saints: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The angels in the Book of Revelation are not angels but are the 

description of saints in glory. These include the angels in Rev. 2, Rev. 3, Rev. 5:11, Rev. 7:2, Rev. 8, Rev. 

9:16, Rev. 10:1-3, Rev. 11, Rev. 14:6-9, Rev. 15:1-6, Rev. 17, Rev. 19:9-10, Rev. 20:1, Rev. 21:9-12, Rev. 

22:6-9. The angel in Rev. 21:9 is the leader of RCG, the angel in Rev. 16:12 is Mr. Herbert W Armstrong, 

and the angel in Rev. 16:2 is the apostle Peter. The 24 elders in Rev. 4:4 and Rev. 5:5-8 are saints. The 

angel that casts Satan into the bottomless pit in Rev. 20:1-3 is a saint and not an angel.  

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 169 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The word angel in the Bible can sometimes mean angel or a 

human leader. Mr. Armstrong believed the angels mentioned in chapters 2 and 3 in the book of Revelation 

that contain the messages to the various Church eras may be referring to the human leaders of that 

Church era or to an angel. He never stated, in sermons or in literature, that any of the other angels in the 

book of Revelation, including the 24 elders in Rev. 4:4 and 5:5-8, are a reference to a specific saint.    

 

Reference (WCG):   

 

“Notice the introduction of chapter 7 of this greatest prophecy ever written: ‘And after these things I 
saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the 
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending 
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from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to 
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads ...’(Rev. 7:1-4).” 

The Book of Revelation Unveiled at Last!, Booklet, Page 34 
 

“4. What does the book of Revelation say regarding the blowing of supernatural trumpets shortly 
before the return of Jesus Christ? Rev. 8:1-2, 6. 

 

“COMMENT: The seventh seal that covered the scroll (Rev. 5:1), when opened, disclosed seven angels 
with seven trumpets representing seven consecutive colossal world events. These are to be physical 
punishments from God to warn the nations not to go further into national and personal sins.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Keeping God’s Holy Days”, Lesson 23, 
Page 12 

 
“6. What will be done to Satan after the Second Coming of Christ? Rev. 20:1-2. Where will he be cast? 
Verse 3. Also notice Revelation 18:1-2. 

 
“COMMENT: The "bottomless pit" or abyss was pictured by the desert wilderness where the azazel 
goat was banished. Satan and his demons will be chained by an angel of God (who was symbolized by 
the man mentioned in Leviticus 16:21). He will be completely prevented from further leading mankind 
into sin. No longer will Satan be able to broadcast his evil attitudes.” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “The World-Soon to Be Released!”, 

Lesson 29, Page 11 

 

“This twelfth chapter of Revelation carries a theme right through from then up to the coming of Christ 

and the world tomorrow … And sometimes the word angel means spirit angels composed wholly of 

spirit and sometimes the word angel, I think in the Greek the word is angeles or angelas or angelos, 

anyways it is used in some cases and translated in our Bibles in English to mean certain human leaders. 

It is used interchangeably both ways. Anyway in this case it is referring to spirit composed angels … 

 

“ … But there is another Church that came a little later, and that begins in the 7th verse of Revelation 3 

and the angel of the Church of Philadelphia. Now let me tell you, angel can have one of 2 meanings 

here. Either it can mean a spirit angel assigned to the Church or it can mean the human leader that 

God raises up for that Church. It can mean either one.”  

  Sermon, “The Church in Prophecy”, Herbert W Armstrong, March 28, 1981 

 

26. The Book of Revelation - A Separate Prophecy from the Old Testament: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The prophecies in the book of Revelation are a separate 

prophecy from those in the Old Testament and do not pertain to our time. They are for a time in the 

distant future. The Day of the Lord described in Revelation is different than the one described in the Old 

Testament. 
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Reference (RCG):  

 

TGUS Part 37, Part 39, Part 45, Part 48, Part 66 and Part 76. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The book of Revelation is the key to synchronizing the 

prophetic events in the Bible. Jesus Christ unsealed the book of Revelation and revealed its meaning 

during the Philadelphia era of the Church. The prophecies contained therein are for the immediate future 

in our generation. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“God’s TIME has come! At last, the most mysterious, intriguing, never-before-understood Book of 
Revelation stands UNVEILED! 

 
“In this heretofore closed, sealed Book, the Eternal God now reveals, not only the wonderful world of 
PEACE - of PLENTY - of HAPPINESS and JOY soon to shine forth on this very present generation, but also 
the terrifying world-catastrophes this present world is first bringing on itself!” 

  The Book of Revelation Unveiled at last!, Booklet, Page 5 

 
“But the actual FRAMEWORK, or superstructure, of all the prophecies is found in two prophetic Books - 
one in the Old, the other in the NEW Testament - the Books of Daniel and Revelation. And in the Book 
of Revelation, alone, do we find events of the various other prophecies correlated in order of TIME 
SEQUENCE. 

 
“While the Book of Revelation, itself, is a vital KEY to a large portion of the other prophecies, there are 
certain KEYS which open up this Book to understanding.  

 
“ONE important key is that in the Book of Revelation is a STORY-FLOW, relating one future event to 
another in time order - with occasional INSETS injected into the continuous story-thread.” 

  The Book of Revelation Unveiled at last!, Booklet, Page 7 

 

“And so here is the very KEYNOTE verse, sounding the THEME of the whole Revelation! And it is here 
that most people begin to stumble, and to misunderstand! 

 

“The theme is THE DAY OF THE LORD. Let us read it: ‘I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet’ (verse 10). 

 
“The ‘Day of the Lord’ is described by the Prophet Joel as a time when God will send DESTRUCTION 
upon the unrighteous and sinning nations of the world. It is described by Zephaniah as the day of God's 
WRATH ... 
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“SO the very purpose of this Book is to show us of this generation NOW LIVING, the coming world-
shaking events of the DAY OF THE LORD - the time of God's JUDGMENTS at this age-END leading up to, 
and climaxing in, THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, and the happy, peaceful WORLD TOMORROW!” 

  The Book of Revelation Unveiled at last!, Booklet, Page 10-12 

 
“The Book came originally from God the FATHER. As it came from God it was SEALED UP. And notice 
carefully, the seven seals cover the ENTIRE BOOK of prophecy.  

 
“Its meaning was sealed - completely HIDDEN. Now notice carefully! ‘And I saw a strong angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? … 
(verses 2-4).’ 

 
“But NOTICE - HERE comes the KEY to unlock the doors of understanding! ‘And one of the elders saith 
unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the 
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof' (verse 5). 

 
“THERE'S the key to this riddle! The Lion of the Tribe of Judah - the ROOT of David - is JESUS CHRIST! 
No MAN can interpret this momentous prophecy - but Jesus Christ … is able to open these seals, and to 
REVEAL to us the meaning.” 

  The Book of Revelation Unveiled at last!, Booklet, Page 14-15 

 

“Now keep in mind two things: first, Jesus Christ is called in the very first verses of John's gospel, the 
WORD of God - God's SPOKESMAN. Jesus, … the whole BIBLE is His written WORD! 

 
“Second, a symbol is a good deal like a PARABLE. A symbol is a FIGURE or a THING, used to represent 
something else; and a parable is an experience employed to represent something else. 

 
“Did Jesus, then, in plain language, explain these same events of this world crisis at the close of this 
age – these turbulent world-war days leading to the DAY OF THE LORD, and the Second Coming of 
Christ? 

 
“He did! When His disciples came to Him on Mt. Olivet - … came to Him privately, and asked Him: ‘Tell 
us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the Sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?’ 
Jesus gave, in plain language, a startling prophecy of these very world conditions of TODAY, and our 
immediate future! 
 
“Here, then, is the explanation of the SYMBOLS of Revelation 6! 

 
“Here is the KEY that opens up the meaning of the seals! 

 
“This tremendous Olivet prophecy is recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. And here Jesus 
outlined in plain language exactly seven things to occur! Here in PLAIN LANGUAGE Jesus Christ the 
Revelator reveals the true meaning of the seven seals that covered the entire prophecy of the 
Revelation!” 

The Book of Revelation Unveiled at last!, Booklet, Page 19-21 
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27. The Last Great Day – Only the gentiles are resurrected: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  On the Last Great Day, only the gentiles are resurrected. The 

Israelites are resurrected in the 1st iteration of the Kingdom. The gentiles are resurrected in the 2nd 

iteration of the kingdom of God. The Millennium occurs after the 2nd iteration of the kingdom of God. The 

new teaching of the Last Great Day underwent numerous changes and is probably still changing.  

 

Reference (RCG):   
 
TGUS Part 43, Part 122, Part 154 and the Timeline Handout dated October 20, 2018. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  The Last Great Day portrays a time when all who have ever 

lived and have not known the truth will be given a chance to qualify for salvation. It will last 100 years and 

will begin at the end of the Millennium. Gentiles and Israelites will be resurrected on the Last Great Day 

and given a chance to qualify for immortal and eternal life. 

 
Reference (WCG): 

 
“After the 1,000 years, ‘the rest of the dead’ (verse 5) – the thousands of millions - will live again. They 
will be resurrected. ‘For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all (note it - all!) shall be made alive’ (I 
Corinthians 15:22). What wonderful news this is! This remarkable event is described in Revelation 20: 
11-13. 
 
“… Isaiah 65:20-25 indicates that everyone, from babies to the elderly, who is resurrected to this 
period of judgment will be given 100 years to learn to live by God's laws.”  
 Good News Magazine, “The Last Great Day, that GREAT Day”, September 1985, Page 31 

 
“2. Who will be resurrected in this Last Great Judgment? Matt. 11:21-24. Will all of these people rise in 
a time of judgment? Matt. 12:41-42. 

 
“This group includes all people of all times except those who will have already been born of God, and 
those relatively few people who already had their opportunity to receive eternal life, but deliberately 
rejected it and sinned willfully …” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “They Shall Live Again!”, Lesson 31, 
Page 6 
 

“God wants to give you eternal life. Not only you and your family, but everyone who has ever lived. 
And that means everyone, even those who died thousands of years ago! The Bible shows that after the 
Millennium there will be a time when all who have ever lived will be resurrected to physical life. It is 
the Great White Throne Judgment period (Rev. 20:5, 11-13). 

 
“We don't know much about this time yet. But we do know it will be a time when everyone who has 
ever lived and not known God's truth will be resurrected and learn to live God's way. The Bible 
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indicates that it will last for about 100 years. There will be slaves from ancient Egypt, soldiers who died 
in the great wars, the kings and presidents of great nations down through the ages - all alive and 
learning God's way together.” 

Youth Bible Lesson, “Fall Festival Edition”, Level 9, Page 9 
 

28. The Creator of Mankind – The Father and Jesus Christ: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  God the Father and Jesus Christ both created mankind together. 

The Bible tells you they both did it, i.e. created mankind together. Creation was a joint effort. 

 

Reference (RCG):   

 

TGUS Part 127 and Part 133. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  God the Father created all things by Jesus Christ. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“All things were created by Jesus Christ, but they were all created by God through Jesus Christ. Christ is 

the Word. He spoke, and it was done; but He spoke only what God the Father told Him to speak. The 

power of the Holy Spirit is the power that actually did what Jesus Christ spoke, and so there is power 

back of His word.  

 Sermon, “Grateful for God’s Blessings”, Herbert W Armstrong, May 4, 1982 

 

“Now in Ephesians 3:9, we read that God ‘created all things by Jesus Christ.’ God is the Maker. God told 

Christ what to do. Christ is the Word, He spake, as one of the Psalms says. The Holy Spirit, emanating 

from God and from Christ, is the POWER that actually did what Christ said to do. That is the way 

Creation came about. That is the way you and I were formed, made out of dust of the ground, and got 

our temporary existence that we have.” 

  Sermon, “How You And I Came To Be Here”, Hebert W. Armstrong, May 16, 1981 

  
“Now understand this, by adding Ephesians 3:9: ‘... God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.’ 

 
“Let me explain. In the first week in January, 1914, I was sent by a national magazine to Detroit, 
Michigan, to interview Henry Ford to obtain material for an article on his sensational new $5-a-day 
wage policy. I saw Henry Ford in the administration building, wearing a business suit with white collar 
and necktie. Then I looked across the breezeway into the giant factory, then the Highland Park factory, 
and I saw perhaps thousands of men in overalls, working at machines powered with electrical energy. 
Mr. Ford was called the maker of the Ford car. But he made the cars by these workmen, who used the 
power of electricity and machines.  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Eph%203.%209
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“In the same manner, God the Father is Creator. But he ‘created all things by Jesus Christ.’ Jesus is the 
Word. It is written, ‘He spake, and it was done’ Psalm 33:9. God tells Christ what to do, John 8:28-29. 
Jesus then speaks, as the workman, and the Holy Spirit is the POWER that responds and does what 
Jesus commands. 

Mystery of the Ages, Booklet, Page 43-44 

 
29. Who Did People Pray to in the Old Testament? – God the Father and not Jesus Christ: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  The people of the Old Testament prayed to God the Father. All 

prayers of all time dating back to Abel were to the Father.  

 

Reference (RCG): 

 

TGUS Part 127.  

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  We were taught by Jesus Christ, in Matthew 6:9, to pray to the 

Father. Prior to this time, the people of the Old Testament did not pray to God the Father since He had not 

been revealed to them therefore, they prayed to Jesus Christ. 

 

 Reference (WCG): 

 

“Do you realize that previous to Jesus' first coming people did not pray to God the Father? They did not 
know Him personally.” 

Good News Magazine, “What Is Jesus Doing Now?”, February 1983, Page 9 

 

“He said, When you pray, say 'Our Father which art in heaven'. (Matthew 6:9) Don't just pray to Jesus 

alone. You can go right over Jesus' head and pray directly to the Father, in His name and I think that's 

what most of us do. Or, you can pray to Jesus too. That's all right, but Jesus Himself gave us the 

example of praying directly to the Father.” 

Sermon, “The Work in the 1st and 20th Century”, Herbert W Armstrong Armstrong, October 31, 

1981 

 

30. The God of the Old Testament – Is not Jesus Christ, it is the Father: 

 

New Teaching (Restored Church of God):  Jesus Christ is not the God of the Old Testament, it is God the 

Father. God the Jesus Christ is neither the Redeemer nor the Lord of Hosts in the Old Testament, it is God 

the Father. The God who married ancient Israel in the Old Testament was not Jesus Christ, it was the 

Father. The Worldwide Church of God built a doctrine from I Cor. 10:1-4 and from this verse, they believed 

He was the God of the Old Testament. But Christ was not the God of the Old Testament. 

 

Reference (RCG):   

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt%206.9
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 TGUS Part 126 and Part 127. 

 

Old Teaching (Worldwide Church of God):  Jesus Christ is the God of the Old Testament. There are a 

numerous proofs that confirm this. 

 

Old Teaching (WCG) - Proof #1:  Jesus Christ came to reveal the Father, John 1:18. He said no one has ever 

seen Him or heard His voice, John 6:46 and John 5:37. Yet, the following scriptures clearly prove that the 

God of the Old Testament was seen and heard by many; Genesis 32:30, Exodus 24:10, Exodus 33:11, and 

Deuteronomy 5:4. This is because the God who they saw was Jesus Christ. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

 

“… It is commonly supposed that Yahveh, or, as commonly called, ‘Jehovah,’ or, as in the Authorized 
Version, ‘The LORD,’ of the Old Testament was God the Father of Jesus Christ. This is a flagrant error! 

 
“Yahveh was the God of Israel, the only One of the Godhead known to ancient Israel. When He came in 
human flesh they did not recognize Him. ‘He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not’ (John 1:10-11. Authorized Version). Neither did they know God the Father 
(Matt. 11:27 and Luke 10:22, Panin). ‘No one knoweth … who the Father is, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son willeth to REVEAL him.’” 
 “Is Jesus God?”, Article, Page 6  

 

“Any real relationship people had with God was with the ‘Eternal,’ the One who became Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is the One who created the earth, who sent the Flood, who dealt with Moses and Israel and the 
prophets, who inspired David and who, some 2,000 years ago, became a human being in order to die in 
our place and bear our sins (John 1:1-3, 14, I Cor. 10: 1-4).” 

  Good News Magazine, “What is Jesus Doing Now?”, February 1983, Page 9 

 

Old Teaching (WCG) – Proof #2:  Jesus Christ was the God of the Old Testament who was married to the 

nation of Israel; Jeremiah 3:14 and 20, Jeremiah 31:32, and Ezekiel 16:8. Upon the death of Jesus Christ, He 

was freed from His marriage covenant to ancient Israel and He is now able to marry the New Testament 

Church, spiritual Israel. I Corinthians 7:39, Hebrews 9:15-16, and Revelation 19:7. 

 

Reference (WCG):  

 

“When the Word (John 1:1-3), who later became the human Jesus Christ (verse 14), made the first man 
and woman, He established the marriage relationship (Gen. 2:21-25). Centuries later, this same divine 
Personage entered into a ‘marriage’ relationship with the nation of Israel! Few understand this 
important fact. 
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“1. When and how did the One who later became Jesus Christ become Israel's husband? Jer. 31:31- 32; 
Ezek. 16:8. Also notice in Exodus 19:8 and 24:7 the ‘I do’ agreement made by the ‘wife’ Israel-to her 
‘Husband’, Yahweh, the LORD - the One who became Christ. 

 
“COMMENT: The covenant made at Mt. Sinai was typical of a marriage contract between a man and 
woman. It was, symbolically speaking, a ‘marriage’ agreement between the Word (Christ) and the 
nation of Israel. 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Marriage Is a Covenant”, Lesson 17, 

Page 7 

 

“The Word, the One who became Jesus Christ, had drawn up terms for a new marriage agreement. 
Later, the human Jesus Christ, Judah's Husband, died, and the last remnant of the marriage established 
at Mt. Sinai ended. His death freed Him from His marriage contract. Christ, the LORD or Yahweh of the 
Old Testament era-God in the flesh-had died! Now He is free to enter into a new marriage agreement 
with a repentant, forgiven, sin-free ‘spiritual Israel’ - the New Testament Church, which will be born of 
God when Christ returns!” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Marriage Is a Covenant”, Lesson 17, 

Page 11 

 
Old Teaching (WCG) - Proof #3:  Jesus Christ is the Word described in John 1:1. The Greek word for Word 

is “logos” and it means Spokesperson. He is the Spokesperson and speaks on behalf of the Father, John 

12:49. Jesus Christ is the God who spoke to ancient nation of Israel. 

 

Reference (WCG): 

   

" … the same God of whom John spoke in the New Testament when he said: ‘For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ’ (John 1:17, KN). But in this situation it was God (who 
became Jesus Christ, the Spokesman, the Logos) who had just given the law in His own voice to Israel, 
and written with His own finger in stone to Moses - and it was Moses who was asking for grace!” 

  A Tale of Two Prophets, Booklet, Page 28-29 

 

“The Greek word which is translated into the English as ‘Word’ in John 1:1 is logos which also means 
spokesman, or one who speaks… 

 

“YHVH was the ‘WORD’ or Spokesman of the Godhead - its second member. As soon as God began to 
SPEAK to man, it was always YHVH who spoke (Gen. 2:16, 18; Exodus 20:2). 

Good News Magazine, “Who – What – Was Jesus Before His Human Birth?”, November-
December 1972, Page 16 
 

Old Teaching (WCG) – Proof #4:  Jesus Christ was the “stone of stumbling”, I Peter 2:7-8. The God of the 

Old Testament was the “Stone of Stumbling”, Isaiah 8:13-14.  

 
Reference (WCG): 
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“As a fragment of the evidence, compare Isaiah 8:13-14 with I Peter 2:7-8. Isaiah said, ‘The Lord of 
hosts’ (YHVH) shall be ‘a stone of stumbling and … a rock of offence.’ Peter said, in quoting this text in 
reference to Christ, He is ‘a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence.’ Jesus is the Lord-the Eternal of 
the Old Testament. 

 
“Now compare Isaiah 40:3 with Matthew 3:3 and Mark 1:3. John Prepared the way before Yahveh 
(Isaiah 40:3) who was Christ (Mark 1:14-15).” 

  “Is Jesus God?”, Article, Page 6 
 

Old Teaching (WCG) – Proof #5:  Jesus Christ is the “Alpha and Omega”, the “first and the last”, Revelation 

22:13. The God of the Old Testament is “the First and the Last”, Isaiah 48:12. 

 
Reference (WCG): 
 
“In Revelation 1:7, RSV, We read, ‘When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 
hand upon me saying, Fear not, I am the first and the last.’ And in verse 8, ‘l am the Alpha and the 
Omega, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’ Again Revelation 
22:13, ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’ Study also 
Revelation 22:16 for proof it was Jesus speaking. Jesus Christ calls Himself the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. Now compare these texts with Isaiah 44:6; ‘Thus says 
the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer the Lord of hosts: l am the first and I am the last; besides 
me there is no god.' 

 
“Now turn to Isaiah 48:11-12. ‘For my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My 
glory I will not give to another. Hearken to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am He, I am the 
first, and I am the last.’ Verses 17-18 show it was Yahveh speaking. And also in Isaiah 41:4, ‘Who has 
performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning? I, the Lord, the first, and with the 
last; I am He.’ All of these scriptures show that Yahveh is the First and Last. Christ is the Yahveh of the 
Old Testament.” 

  “Is Jesus God”, Article, Page 6 
Conclusion 

 

And so, what you are about to read is from the conclusion of the article “How the Teachings of RCG Now Differ 

from those of Mr. Armstrong – A List of 30 Changes in the Truth”. You will hear the voice of Christ, the living 

HEAD of the Church, as he led and assured Mr. Herbert W Armstrong of the authenticity of truths that were 

restored to the Church through him. May God help everyone to understand the assurance that we have been 

given: 

 

You have now seen a fraction of the changes in the truth that have occurred in RCG. Many more could be 

documented. And more will undoubtedly continue to appear. The changes here are enough to help one 

understand the severity of what has happened. And what one must do to remain in the truth. 
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And now, I want to share with you a heart-felt sentiment, a personal feeling from the bottom of my heart. The 

“Old Teachings”, the doctrines that were taught in the Worldwide Church of God are the only truths that I can 

understand. They are the only teachings that make sense to me. They are the only truths that I can see and 

prove from the Bible. I was not able to understand the new teachings in RCG, let alone prove them from 

scripture. This was the reason my family and I left RCG.  

 

If there is a most important doctrine in the Bible, the truth is arguably it. It is what defines us as the Church. In 

an era with so many Churches of God and with so many variations of the truth, the following question has to 

be asked by everyone who has been called by God; “How can one be assured of, the correct teachings that 

come from God, i.e. the truth? How does one know that he is holding fast to the full truth?”    

 

In one of his letters to Timothy, the apostle Paul gave Timothy some extremely valuable advice regarding the 

truth. The following is what Paul told him “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast 

been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them”. The apostle Paul was talking about the doctrines 

that he had taught Timothy. He was “assuring” Timothy that these were the correct teachings. You see, the 

apostle Paul received the truth directly from Christ (Galatians 11:24 and I Corinthians 9:1-2). This is how he 

could assure Timothy that he had the correct teachings of the truth. Undoubtedly a defection from the truth 

was occurring in their lifetime as well.  

 

In the same way, a wise apostle by the name of Mr. Herbert W Armstrong left us with at least 4 “assurances” 

of the truths that he taught the Church of God in the 20th century. These “assurances” are intended to 

guarantee that what he taught are the true teachings that emanate from God. Here is what they are:  

 

1. Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong was the end-time Elijah who restored “all things”, meaning the truth to the 

Church. Therefore, the doctrines that he taught are the correct version of the truth. 

 

“In the process of restoring the government of God in the Church through the modern Elijah, God 

used him to restore many related truths. Of primary importance was the restoration of Christ’s true 

gospel of the Kingdom of God! ...” 

The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course, “Proclaiming the True Gospel”, Lesson 
18, Pages 11 & 14 

 

“There was an Elijah to come and to restore things in the Church. That has happened. And what has 
been restored is THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD and many of the truths. At least 17 or 18 principle, vital, 
doctrines of truth have been added to about the three that had survived in the Sardis era of the Church 
that they still had.” 

  Sermon, “Feast of Trumpets 1985”, Herbert W Armstrong, September 16, 1985 
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2. Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong served in the office of an apostle. It is only through the office of an apostle 

that truth enters the Church. And what was restored and revealed to the Church through Mr. 

Armstrong were the truths that came from the living HEAD of the Church, Jesus Christ. 

 

“Now HOW did God put His doctrines and teachings into His Church in A.D. 31? - before many in the 
Church turned to another gospel (Galatians 1:6-7) ? And HOW did the living Christ put God's doctrines 
and teachings into His Church TODAY before these ‘intellectual liberals’ began trying to compromise 
and water down? 

 

“Only by His chosen apostles!”  

Good News Magazine, “And Now Christ Sets Church Back On Track Doctrinally”, April 1979, 

Page 

 

“And HOW did God put doctrine and belief into His Church? By Jesus Christ—but Christ taught the 
Apostles and the CHURCH received its teaching and doctrines through the APOSTLES. Now Jesus is the 
Word of God in Person. The BIBLE is the Word of God in writing—but the SAME TRUTH! Brethren. I did 
not put myself into God's Church nor make myself Christ's Apostle—HE DID! Just as God taught the 
first century original Apostles through Jesus the Personal Word of God, even so He taught me the 
SAME TRUTHS AND DOCTRINES through the WRITTEN Word of God, the Holy Bible!” 

  Co-worker Letter, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, September 13, 1980 
 

“Brethren, think a moment. HOW did the first Church of God receive its doctrines — its teachings — its 

beliefs? Answer: Only through the APOSTLES. And how did they receive this teaching? Direct from 

JESUS in person. He is the WORD of God. The Bible is the SAME Word of God in writing! How did YOU 

receive the true teachings of Christ? From God's apostle. How did I receive this wonderful truth? 

From the SAME JESUS, only IN WRITING. The Bible is a coded book. The Catholics and Protestants 

have access to it, but can't UNDERSTAND IT!” 

  Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, January 26, 1983 

 

3. It is stated in Revelation 3:8-10 that the Philadelphia era of the Church of God kept the “word of 

Christ”. One cannot keep the “word of Christ” unless he has the “word of Christ”. The “word of Christ” 

is defined as the truth in John 17:17 “Thy word is truth”, and it is what the Church of God consist of, I 

Timothy 3:15 “the pillar and ground of truth”. Therefore, the doctrines that were taught during the 

Worldwide Church of God under the leadership of Mr. Armstrong were the correct teaching of the 

truth. 

 

“We come to the latter part of the era of the ‘Sardis Church’ (Rev. 3:1-6) and the beginning of the 
Philadelphia era (Rev. 3:7-13). 

 
“The Sardis era of the Church had greatly deteriorated by 1927, when I was converted and first came 
on the scene, searching for the one true Church of God. 
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“The Philadelphia era was to take on new life, vigor and vitality, restoring truths that had been lost. 
 

“Again God raised up one man through whom the living Christ would work. Since God called me and 
used me in an unusual manner …” 

Good News Magazine, “The History of the Beginning and Growth of the Worldwide Church of 
God – Chapter 1”, Herbert W Armstrong, April 1980, Page 25 

 

But God began to reveal more and more to me and to restore the truth to His church in this 

Philadelphia era. I came in the very tail end of the Sardis era of the church. It was the true Church of 

God, but they had lost so much of the original knowledge and truth … So many things that God 

revealed to me that first year, a lot He didn't reveal until later. 

 Sermon, “Accreditation”, Herbert W Armstrong, April 17, 1982 

 

“Continue with verse 8: ‘I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.’ 

 
“This era of the Church was to produce fruit. To this era-or to its human leader-God had set before it 
an open door. It is recorded in II Corinthians 2:12 and also Acts 14:27 how Christ opened the door for 
Paul to go into other countries to preach the gospel. This Church and/or its leader had but little 
strength. Neither were of great and powerful stature in Satan's world but those of this era were 
faithful to the Word of God. Though much of the original gospel truth, imparted to the original 
apostles by Jesus in person, had been lost, it was restored through the Bible to this era of God's 
Church who were faithful in keeping it.” 

  Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 290-291 

 

4. Jesus Christ said “Ye shall know them by their fruits”, Matthew 7:16. God blessed the Church and the 

work, unlike any other time in the history of the Church, during the Philadelphia era when it was led by 

Mr. Armstrong. This is the final “assurance” that the doctrines revealed to that era were. 

 

“Christ Himself gave an answer. ‘BY THEIR FRUITS YOU SHALL KNOW.’ 

 

“The disciples of John, after he was in prison, came to Jesus to ask him a similar question: ‘How may we 

KNOW you are God’s ANOINTED ONE – the Messiah – the Christ?” 

 

“Jesus answered, ‘Go tell John what you see being DONE – being ACCOMPLISHED.’ So I say: LOOK INTO 

YOUR OWN BIBLE. You will find where Christ Himself said what would be DONE in THE GREAT 

COMMISSION in our time; ‘And this GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM shall be preached in all the world for 

a witness unto all nations; and then shall the END [of this age] come’ (Matt.24:14). That’s what it 

says! 

Plain Truth Magazine, “A Frank Answer to a Reader’s Sincere Question”, Herbert W Armstrong, 

April 1977 
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“Following are current worldwide figures you should know for the year 1985.  
Seventy-four million PLAIN TRUTH magazines were either mailed to subscribers or distributed 
through newsstands.  

 Seven million GOOD NEWS issues were sent out.  

 Two million YOUTH 85 magazines went to young and old alike.  

 Six million booklets, books and reprint articles were mailed upon request.  

 More than one million Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course lessons were sent to 
students.  

 Our Mail Processing Center received more than one million phone calls, mostly in response to the 
WORLD TOMORROW program on television.  

 Our offices around the world received more than 10 million letters from subscribers responding to 
the work of the Church.” 

Co-worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, January 1986 
 

“Yet today it (The Worldwide Church of God) carries on a great worldwide Work. As a public service, 
it is reaching, by radio, television, and large-space advertising in many mass-circulation magazines 
and newspapers, 150,000,000 people with the inspired message of the WAY OF LIFE that is the CAUSE 
of all GOOD-of peace, happiness, prosperity, abundant well-being-the truly successful life.” 

  Plain Truth Magazine, “This Is The Worldwide Church of God”, December 1976, Page 44 
 

But what if a new truth is learned that does not contradict what Mr. Armstrong taught. Are we to accept the 

new teaching? And if so, who has the authority to introduce a new truth? There are 5 Biblical parameters that 

must be met when a new truth is introduced to the Church. Here is what they are: 

 

1. Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong fulfilled the role of the end-time Elijah who restored “all things” to the 

Church (Matthew 17:11 and Luke 1:17) meaning the truth. He was an apostle and truth only enters the 

Church though the office of an apostle. He led the Worldwide Church of God during the Philadelphia 

era, an era that kept the “word of Christ”. But it was Jesus Christ who restored the truth to the Church 

through Mr. Armstrong. Therefore, all of the doctrines that were restored to the Church through Mr. 

Armstrong cannot be altered, changed, or removed because the author of these truths was Jesus 

Christ: 

 
“YOU dear ministers and wives, did not have to go through what God put me through. I learned TRUTH 
a doctrine at a time. Through me it was handed to all of you ‘on a platter’ – all together. 

 
“Now if you don't understand and believe that, I wonder what you are doing in Christ's ministry. 

 
“The living CHRIST put HIS TRUTH into God's Church through me.” 

Worldwide News, “WATERING DOWN – OR BUILDING SOLIDLY UP?, Herbert W Armstrong, June 
11, 1979 

 

 “Thus the living God began RESTORING through me much true biblical knowledge and 
UNDERSTANDING that had been lost through the centuries.” 
 Where Is the True Church?, Booklet, Page 20  
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“... Of myself, and of my own volition, I would never have discovered these GREAT TRUTHS.” 

 

“How, then, did I come to understand the precious knowledge of the TRUTH? Certainly not on my own, 
or because I sought it or because of any virtues of my own. But Jesus Christ struck me down in a 
manner quite different from the apostle Paul's experience, yet nonetheless painfully and effectively. 

 

“Such basic TRUTHS are revealed, not thought out in any human mind. They come from God, not 
man! And in all biblically recorded cases the initiative was God's!” 

  Mystery of the Ages, Herbert W Armstrong, Page 12 

 

2. God the Father is the author of all truth (John 17:17). Jesus Christ receives the truth from the Father 

(John 12:49). These doctrines are put into the Church by the living HEAD of the Church, Jesus Christ 

through his chosen apostles (Acts 2:42 and I Timothy 1:3). Therefore, all new truth must enter the 

Church through the office of an apostle: 

 

“Paul warned that ‘the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine’ (II Tim. 4:3) and 
charged Timothy and other ministers that they teach no other doctrine than that Christ put into the 
Church through His apostles (I Tim. 1:3). 
 
“’Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son’ (II John 9). 
    
“True Christians practice what God's Church teaches, and will be blessed by God for so doing. Notice 
Paul's compliment to the Romans: ‘But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you’” (Rom. 6:17). 

  Good News Magazine, “See You Next Year”, September 1981, Page 37 
 

“Jesus taught the early apostles. Where did the Church get its teaching? It didn't get it from Jesus, and 

it didn't get it from Satan. It got it from the APOSTLES, and the prophets and the writings of the 

prophets. That's why you read in Ephesians the 2nd chapter that the church was ‘founded on the 

foundation of the apostles and the prophets’ of the Old because there were no prophets in the New 

Testament that had anything to do with the founding of the Church, or the teaching of the Church, or 

the setting of policies, or the giving of truth to the Church.  

 

“I think there are only, I believe, 4 or 5 prophets even Mentioned in the New Testament, and not one 

of them had anything to do with the administration or the revealing of knowledge to the Church. They 

were not prophets in that sense at all. So it is referring definitely to the prophets of the Old Testament 

and they are constantly quoted in the New Testament and by the apostles. The apostles received their 

knowledge, which they taught the Church, they received it from Jesus in person AND from the 

writings of the PROPHETS.  

 Sermon, “50th Anniversary of the Eugene Church”, Herbert W Armstrong, September 24, 1983 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20John%209
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom.%206.17
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3. If the living HEAD of the Church Jesus Christ reveals new truth to an apostle, it will never contradict 

established truth, i.e. truth that has been set in the Church by another apostle (Amos 3:3 and I 

Corinthians 1:10-13). This is because Jesus Christ is not divided and therefore, the body of Christ 

cannot be divided (I Corinthians 12:12). Therefore, a true apostle will never contradict the doctrines 

that were set in the Church or taught by another apostle. 

 
“Two can't walk together except they be AGREED! I now AGREED with Christ. I have NEVER 
DISAGREED. You yourself—every begotten child of God—does, through human weakness, commit sin 
even after the most deep conversion. None has lived perfectly but JESUS. But when I stumbled through 
human weakness, Jesus picked me back up on confessing to Him and repenting, and asking help never 
to repeat the sin. At no point did I DISAGREE nor water down HIS TRUTH. He used me in building the 
Philadelphia era of HIS CHURCH—and in proclaiming His Gospel IN ALL THE WORLD!” 

  Co-Worker Letter, Herbert W Armstrong, March 19, 1981 
 

“But the Bible does teach we must be like minded. We don’t have to be like Abraham, but we must be 
likeminded. Now I didn’t marry a 2nd time until I found out that we were likeminded, and likeminded in 
the Lord. We must all speak the same thing. That’s just another way of saying the same thing, one 
toward another according to Jesus Christ. ‘That you may with one mind and one mouth glorify God’. 
You see we have to speak the same thing. But we can’t have one believing this and one believing 
something else.” 
  Bible Study, “Romans 15-16”, Herbert W Armstrong, July 7, 1980  

 
4. God the Father, who is the author of all truth (John 17:17), has established only one body of beliefs 

(Ephesians 4:4-5). And Jesus Christ teaches His Church, through His apostles, only the doctrines that 
the Father gives Him (John 12:49). And this body of doctrines creates one harmonious picture. 
Therefore, if an apostle introduces a new truth in the Laodicean era, it will make the truths that were 
established in the Church by Mr. Armstrong, stronger, more binding, and it will enhance and support 
all established doctrines. It will be in complete agreement with all established truth. 

 
“God says: ‘There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith . . .’ (Eph. 4:4-5). 

 
“One faith - meaning one body of beliefs, one set of doctrines, one perfectly harmonious truth 
believed and practiced by the true Church of God. Unless a point of truth you may believe fits 
perfectly and harmoniously into the whole of the doctrine of Christ - unless each truth you have 
learned only further serves to elucidate, clarify and further explain the whole of the plan of God - then 
it may not be a ‘truth,’ but error.” 
 Seven Proofs of God’s Church, Booklet, Page 30 

 

“Let's note carefully the meaningful words Jude used [Jude 3]. He was urging them to defend the 
original faith they had been given. Many of these people had been converted by the preaching of 
Christ's apostles. Some may have even heard Christ Himself. They got the truth firsthand - directly from 
the apostles who had obtained it from Christ who had faithfully delivered it from God the Father. There 
was no question about what the faith was. It had been faithfully given to them! 
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“This faith, meaning in this sense the body of beliefs and practices handed down by the apostles, 
forms the essence of the meaning of God's Church. Together with the prophets, the apostolic teachings 
form the foundation of God's house – Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20). Any 
superstructure not built upon this foundation is false; it will not stand (I Cor. 3:10-15). 

 
“So, then, the faith which must be earnestly held on to and defended is that original set of beliefs 
handed down by Christ's apostles. Paul's writings are full of warnings of false teachers who sought to 
mislead the people of God. 

 
“Now is the time to return to the faith which was truly once and for all delivered by Christ and the 
apostles.” 

  Good News Magazine, “The Faith Once and for all Delivered”, August 1974, Page 27 & 29 
 

5. And finally, it is true that Mr. Armstrong stated that one must prove the doctrines taught in the Church 
before attending services with the Worldwide Church of God and definitely before being baptized in 
the Church and must agree with them. He also stated that once a member is baptized, there is no need 
to prove the doctrines that are revealed to Christ’s apostle. Understand that he said this in the 
Philadelphia era of the Church which was an era that was led by a faithful apostle known for holding 
fast to the truth and not compromising. 

 
But we now live in a different era. The era we live in is divided in doctrinal truth. The leaders of the 
various Church of God groups cannot agree in doctrine. It has been estimated that there are over 400 
various splinters and slivers. Furthermore, the era that we now live in, the Laodicean era, is known for 
blindness, Revelation 3:17. In addition, there are numerous warnings in the Bible that some of God’s 
people (those in the faith) will be deceived at the end of the age. The following are just a few of these 
scriptures; I Timothy 4:1, II Thessalonians 2:1-4, II Timothy 3:1, 7-8, & 13, and II Timothy 4:3-4. These 
are sobering verses. 
 
Therefore, it is prudent to practice the instruction in I Thessalonians 5:21 in this era, which states that 
we should prove all things. This includes prior to attending services and becoming members of any 
Church of God group and it is also wise to follow this instruction when one is in a Church group and the 
leader of the group introduces new truth. This is not contradicting what Mr. Armstrong stated because 
what he said held true for the Philadelphia era known for having kept the “word of Christ” (Revelation 
3:8 & 10) which is the truth.   
 

All 5 parameters must be met before a begotten member accepts new truth. These are the 4 “assurances” and 

the 5 “parameters” that one can use to keep from being deceived in the Laodicean era. An era that failed to 

“hold fast” to the truth as commanded in Revelation 3:11 and has now lost, compromised or altered the 

correct doctrines that Jesus Christ restored to the Church in the 20th century, Revelation 3:8 & 10. 

 

It is only fitting to conclude with the words of Mr. Armstrong. The timing of the words you will soon read occur 

right after a period in the Church when there were errors in doctrine, when there was division, and when 

liberal teachings had infiltrated the Church. It was written in 1979, shortly after Mr. Armstrong began to put 

the Church back on track. As you read his words, ask yourself, how much more meaning do they have for us 
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today. May God help everyone hold fast to the “old teachings”, the true teachings that came from God, the 

doctrines that were “once delivered” to the saints! 

 

“Brethren, WE HAVE NOT OBEYED THAT COMMAND OF JESUS CHRIST! We have not all believed the 
same thing! There HAVE BEEN DIVISIONS among us for that very reason! 

 
“We therefore have been GUILTY before God of DISOBEYING HIS EXPLICIT COMMAND! I said, ‘have 
been.’ But God's time of trial and test is upon us! God says, through Daniel, that at ‘the time of the end. 
Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried’ (Daniel 12:9-10). 

 
“God's sifting time is upon us! God is allowing those duped by Satan to bring upon us the GREATEST 
TIME OF TRIAL AND TESTING that His Church has undergone in our lifetime!” 

Good News Magazine, “And Now Christ Sets Church Back On Track Doctrinally”, April 1979, 
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With sincerity and love 
And in Christ’s service, 

 
Luis A Garcia 
(915) 590-2947 
lgarciatexas@gmail.com  
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